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Grant Awarded to Advocate for Local Agriculture in the Last Green Valley

The Town of Thompson is pleased to announce that it has received an Agriculture Viability Grant from the Connecticut Department of Agriculture to develop an “AGvocate” pilot program.  

Selection of six pilot communities in the Last Green Valley is currently underway.  Pilot communities will receive technical assistance from an “AGvocate.”  Jennifer Kaufman, who has been hired as the AGvocate, will collaborate with municipal officials, agricultural producers and other stakeholders, to develop a program to foster an understanding of agricultural issues and strengthen the “farm friendliness” of community regulations.  AGvocate program areas may include: initiating or improving the effectiveness of an existing Agricultural Commission; reviewing tax reduction options; planning for farmland protection; encouraging buy local opportunities; exploring methods to promote local farms; including agriculture in town plans (POCD); and right-to-farm ordinances.   

The project will be managed on behalf of Thompson by the Eastern Connecticut Resource Conservation and Development Area, Inc. (RC&D) in cooperation with a Steering Committee comprised of members from each participating community, The Last Green Valley (TLGV), USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA), USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), UConn Cooperative Extension System, American Farmland Trust (AFT) and representative(s) of the agricultural community.

For questions or more information about the AGvocate program, contact Jennifer Kaufman at AGvocate@yahoo.com or 860-450-6007. 
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