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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Six “AGvocate” Pilot Communities Chosen in The Last Green Valley

The Towns of Ashford, Brooklyn, Canterbury, Franklin, Sterling, and Thompson have been chosen as AGvocate Pilot Communities.  The AGvocate program, funded through a CT Department of Agriculture “Agriculture Viability Grant,” will provide a forum for municipal officials, agricultural producers, and other stakeholders to strengthen the farm-friendliness of eastern Connecticut towns.
According to Canterbury First Selectman, Brian Sear, “The opportunity for AGvocate assistance comes at an ideal time.  Canterbury is in the midst of updating its Plan of Conservation and Development.  Feedback sessions held as part of the update have revealed that farmland preservation and farm viability are high priorities for our residents.  Currently, 86 properties comprising almost 3500 acres are designated as farmland in Canterbury.  We are beginning the process of involving as many of the stakeholders as possible to determine how Canterbury can best support its agricultural producers.  AGvocate expertise will help facilitate this process.”

AGvocate initiatives may include forming agriculture commissions, implementing tax reduction programs, planning for farmland protection, encouraging “buy local” opportunities, supporting local farms, and establishing right-to-farm ordinances and agriculture friendly zoning regulations.
Rick Hermonot of Ekonk Hill Turkey Farm states, "Many of us in Connecticut's Quiet Corner have taken the farms that surround us for granted.  In Sterling we have seen the fastest residential growth of anywhere in CT.  The AGvocate program offers leadership focused on developing a voice for agriculture that will help ensure that viable operating farms will be an important part of our town's future."
Each Pilot Community will now 1) establish a core AGvocate working group to determine the goals of the project and 2) establish a plan of work with clear, achievable goals.  Jennifer Kaufman, AGvocate Coordinator, says, “A key to the program’s success is a motivated working group in each pilot community to assist in development of a Town-specific action plan.  The six communities will have opportunities to share information and learn from each other.”
For questions or more information about the AGvocate program, contact Jennifer Kaufman at AGvocate@yahoo.com or 860-450-6007. 
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AGvocate Steering Committee: Ben Bowell, New England Field Rep, American Farmland Trust •Lois Bruinooge, Deputy Executive Director, The Last Green Valley, Inc. (TLGV) • David Fuss, Town of Brooklyn Planning and Zoning Commission •John Guszkowski, President, Eastern CT RC&D • Rick Hermonot, Ekonk Hill Turkey Farm, & Farm and Business Consultant, First Pioneer Credit • Jennifer Kaufman, AGvocate (Staff) • Kevin Kennedy, Director of Planning, Town of Thompson • Joyce Meader, Dairy /Livestock Educator, UConn Cooperative Extension  •  Dawn Pindell, Executive Director, Windham County Farm Service Agency • Norma O’Leary, Chair, TLGV Natural Resources & Agriculture Committee • Elizabeth Rogers, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service






