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May 19, 2011
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE. . . 

Contact:     Lois Bruinooge

       Deputy Executive Director

                   860-774-3300

                   lois@tlgv.org
The Last Green Valley Receives Grant to Improve Paddling Safety
The Last Green Valley, Inc. (TLGV) is pleased to announce that it has received a $250 grant from the Rhode Island Canoe/Kayak Association (RICKA) to improve paddling safety on the Quinebaug River.  TLGV will use the grant funds to purchase stream gauges (similar to yardsticks) that will be installed at six put-in and take-out locations on the Quinebaug River.  The gauges will assist paddlers in determining whether water levels are too high or too low for a safe and enjoyable paddling adventure.  
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The Quinebaug River Water Trail system includes more than 30 miles of publically-accessible paddling, from the family-friendly National Recreation Canoe Trail in Holland and Brimfield, Massachusetts, to experienced-paddlers-only whitewater in Killingly, Connecticut.  TLGV’s Water Trails Steering Committee has been working hard to develop and improve water trail access throughout The Last Green Valley.   Draft paddling guides to some of the most popular river segments are available at www.thelastgreenvalley.org (click on “Explore,” then “Where to Paddle”).
The Last Green Valley is the popular name given to the Quinebaug and Shetucket Rivers Valley National Heritage Corridor that encompasses nearly 1,100 square miles in northeastern Connecticut and south-central Massachusetts.   According to Lois Bruinooge, TLGV’s Deputy Executive Director, “The Last Green Valley’s water trail system offers tremendous opportunities for outdoor recreation close to home and can also boost tourism by drawing paddlers from outside the region. We are grateful to RICKA for helping us provide paddlers with the information they need to navigate these waters safely.”  


The Rhode Island Canoe/Kayak Association was formed to develop and promote boating and water safety practice through programs and clinics; to provide members with the opportunity for recreational paddling; to provide members with instruction and training in paddling techniques; to promote and sponsor competitive paddling events which may benefit various charities in the community; to enable members to speak with a common voice on matters of concern to the paddlers; and to educate members and the general public on the importance of protecting the environment and making better use of our natural resources.   RICKA President Bill Luther commented, “Our group has paddled many of the rivers in eastern Connecticut for over 30 years and we are happy to have made this contribution. We support TLGV.”
For more information about how you can get involved, please visit:  

www.thelastgreenvalley.org or call 860-774-3300.  The Last Green Valley: It’s Where You Live and It Belongs to You!
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