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Innovative Approach to Enhancing Agriculture


After more than two years of research and reaching out, The Last Green Valley, Inc. (TLGV) has released its comprehensive regional plan to sustain and expand food, fiber and forest production in the National Heritage Corridor.  The 100-page document is written for a wide audience of consumers, agricultural businesses, municipalities and others who have interests in this field.  What is different about TLGV’s plan is that Green & Growing – A Call to Action integrates all of the elements that affect the success of agriculture into one plan.


“The Last Green Valley” really says it all.  The region is one of rural traditions in culture, economy, built environment and landscape.  Agriculture and its related businesses have tremendous potential in the National Heritage Corridor because of all the land and water resources that remain.  However, agriculture has been on the decline for more than a decade.  While The Last Green Valley is the last large tract of predominantly undeveloped land in the coastal sprawl that has engulfed the eastern seaboard, it is also predicted to be an area of high growth over the next decade.  

“TLGV worked to develop a strategy to reverse the loss of agriculture and rural traditions while enhancing the economic impact of land,” stated Charlene Cutler, Executive Director & CEO.  “There is a real consequence to not doing something:  the window of opportunity will close and we will lose our precious land.  There will no longer be The Last Green Valley.”


Green & Growing was developed to identify the myriad factors affecting successful agricultural and related businesses and to develop interactions between those factors that are positive and encouraging.  The plan will synchronize the efforts of partners and TLGV to implement the joint efforts required to achieve the Green & Growing vision and optimize the successful expansion of the agricultural economy of the region.  Most importantly, success of Green & Growing will provide a reliable local/regional food system for the 11 million residents of southern New England.


Green & Growing – A Call for Action is available online at www.thelastgreenvalley.org, click on Publications, then Reports, Plans & Surveys or online at www.AgInfoTLGV.org, click on TLGV Ag Projects.  Copies on CD may be obtained by calling 860-774-3300.
The Last Green Valley, Inc. is the nonprofit management entity for the congressionally-designated Quinebaug and Shetucket Rivers Valley National Heritage Corridor.  The region includes 35 towns in northeastern Connecticut and south central Massachusetts.  
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