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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

AGvocate Program Helps to Create Farm-Friendly Towns 

In the last two years, the AGvocate Program has worked successfully with ten Last Green Valley towns to strengthen the farm-friendliness of their municipal regulations and to improve the long-term viability of agricultural businesses within each community. 

Ashford, Brooklyn, Canterbury, Eastford, Franklin, Hampton, Sterling, Thompson, Windham, and Woodstock have all established Agriculture Commissions or Committees (some combined with Conservation) in order to give agricultural businesses a more formal voice within town government.   

With AGvocate support, each town has reviewed its land use planning documents and regulations to ensure they support agricultural businesses.  Canterbury, Franklin, Sterling, and Thompson drafted Agriculture sections for their Plans of Conservation and Development, and Canterbury, Eastford, Franklin, Hampton, and Thompson passed Right-to-Farm Ordinances.  Ashford drafted a comprehensive agriculture section for its zoning regulations, and Brooklyn and Sterling reviewed properties in their towns that had been placed in agricultural and forestry tax classifications to help define and better understand the range of agriculture producers.  Thompson drafted an ordinance that allows tax exemptions for certain farm machinery and buildings. 

Canterbury worked with the CT Department of Agriculture to complete the Purchase of Development Rights (PDR) on Wanungatuck Farm, preserving 124 acres for agriculture use in perpetuity.  

All of the AGvocate communities sought creative ways to publicize and promote local agriculture.  Eastford developed and hosted the first annual “Eastford Agricultural Faire,” and worked with Eastford School to plant a “Pizza Garden,” while Canterbury created a float and marched in the town’s 4th of July parade.  Brooklyn hosted guest speakers, presented community workshops, and conducted an agricultural producers’ forum.  Franklin worked with the local elementary school’s library to expand and update agriculture publications on hand, and Sterling worked with the “Agriculture in the Classroom” program to provide agricultural books and materials to its teachers and town library.   

Each town identified all of its agricultural product and service providers and developed a “Grown In…” brochure to advertise its locally-produced products.  The eye-catching brochures are available in town halls or at http://aginfotlgv.org/, click on the “AGvocate Program” link on the left-hand menu, then “Town Ag Resources.” 

The AGvocate Program is currently funded by an Agriculture Viability Grant from the CT Department of Agriculture, and in 2011 it has grown to include four additional towns - Bozrah, Killingly, Pomfret, and Scotland. The AGvocate Project Leader, Jennifer Kaufman, will focus on these communities but will continue to be available for technical assistance to the original ten towns.  According to Ms. Kaufman, “Each AGvocate community has its individual differences but is facing similar struggles.  The AGvocate Program brings the agricultural community together in each town and makes is easier for AGvocate towns to share information and learn from each other.  The town’s accomplishments over the last two years are a testament to the hard work of all the AGvocate communities and their desire to improve agriculture viability in The Last Green Valley.” 

For more information about the AGvocate Program, contact Jennifer Kaufman at agvocate@yahoo.com or 860-450-6007. 
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