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The Last Green Valley Honors Water Quality Volunteers

The Last Green Valley thanked all of the volunteers involved in its water quality monitoring program at an appreciation breakfast last Saturday at Point Breeze Restaurant on Webster Lake.  Jean Pillo, Water Quality Monitoring Program Coordinator, opened the program with a presentation describing the various types and locations of water quality monitoring efforts taking place in the 35 towns of the National Heritage Corridor.  Therese Beaudoin, Watershed Coordinator for the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection’s (DEP) Central Regional Office, was the keynote speaker.  She highlighted the value of the data obtained by volunteer “citizen scientists.”   In several instances, information obtained by volunteers from the French River Connection monitoring group has been utilized to help track down sources of water pollution previously unknown to the DEP.  She also praised the Webster Lake Association volunteers for their efforts to educate local property owners on the importance on limiting phosphate usage in their watershed.


All volunteers attending the breakfast were awarded Certificates of Appreciation by Bill Reid, The Last Green Valley’s director of external affairs.  Special recognition was given to group leaders including Ken Parker of the French River Connection, Ernie Benoit and Al Huefner of Webster Lake Association, Ken Butkiewicz of the Dudley Quinebaug Monitoring Team, Scott Benoit of the Southbridge/Sturbridge Quinebaug Monitoring Team, Ziggy Waraszkiewicz of the South Charlton Reservoir Association and Judy Rondeau, who coordinates monitoring in the French and Five Mile Rivers in Thompson, CT.  Paula Coughlin, Citizen Science Coordinator for Connecticut Audubon Society Center at Pomfret, was acknowledged for her outstanding efforts inspiring people to collect water quality data in Northeastern Connecticut.


For more information about The Last Green Valley’s Water Quality Monitoring Program, please contact Jean Pillo at jean.pillo@conservect.org or 860-928-4948 x 605.
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