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Celebrate the Splendors of the Season during the 19th-Annual Walktober 

   Splendiferous fall has arrived in The Last Green Valley and that means it is time to get out and enjoy the 19th annual Walktober!  Choose from 100 free guided hikes, walks and paddles during the month of October and more than 25 special events scheduled throughout the months of October and November, all within the 35 towns of The Last Green Valley in northeastern Connecticut and south central Massachusetts.  

    Choose from among walks and paddles like:  Alien Invasion in Charlton, MA, at the Capen Hill Nature Sanctuary with naturalist Jerry Suprenant, and learn the ways in which a few invasive species are greatly affecting native vegetation; or perhaps Paddle the Hollow in Mansfield, CT, at the Mansfield Hollow State Park and explore the three rivers which enter into the lake while enjoying the splendid fall colors;  or how about an invigorating and moderate hike Exploring the Tobiasson Forest in Coventry, CT, to view abundant wildlife and bird habitats, as well as interesting rock out-croppings.   Another old favorite returning this year in Norwich, CT, is entitled, Tour of Firearm Factories, where you can visit old sites and actual factories that produced firearms from 1850 to 1930 with local historians Burt Jernstrom and Ed Tollmann.
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History buffs will also not want to miss Voluntown’s Civil War Veterans in Voluntown, CT, at both the Robbins and the Kennedy Cemeteries, to learn about the 15-yr.-old who lied about his age in order to serve his Country and the unique circumstances behind his story.

    The multitude of special events featured during Walktober includes three different corn mazes in Coventry, Preston, and Thompson, CT; the NE CT Great Pumpkin Festival in Putnam, CT; a Lantern Light Graveyard Walk in Norwich, CT, led by ghost hunter Donna Kent and featuring the Old Norwichtown Burial Ground & the Norwichtown Green; the Annual Fine Arts and Crafts Festival at Roseland Cottage in Woodstock, CT; the Farmer’s Market Kitchen in Storrs, CT, which is a series of five “farm-to-fork” cooking demonstrations using fresh ingredients from local farms; the annual Ashford Stroll and Bake Sale at the Ashford Academy; and a free public lecture by UConn professor and author Robert Thornson to discuss the subject of his latest book entitled, “Fossil Icebergs: Exploring Kettle Ponds.” 

     But that’s not all.  Also showcased during the months of October and November are the abundant farms found throughout The Last Green Valley where you can pick-your-own apples and pumpkins, tag your Christmas tree and select a farm-fresh turkey in time for the holidays.

     Call The Last Green Valley toll-free at (866) 363-7226 for a brochure, or visit our website www.thelastgreenvalley.org to view or download the complete Walktober schedule.   It’s time to get out and enjoy the splendors of the season right here in your own backyard during Walktober!
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