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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
DATE:  April 22, 2009

CONTACT:  Lois Bruinooge, Deputy Executive Director



The Last Green Valley, Inc.



Phone:  860-774-3300



Email:  lois@tlgv.org
Week 3 of the Source to Sea Expedition

More than 500 people participated in the first week of the 2009 Source to Sea Expedition:  Connecting the Drops through The Last Green Valley.  The Last Green Valley, Inc. (TLGV) and more than 80 partners proudly present this exciting 9-week event.  Celebrate our beautiful watershed and learn how to stop water pollution by joining us for this week’s events, most of which are free and suitable for all ages.  

April 29 (Wednesday)





Willimantic, CT 

From the Garage to the Water: Everything You Wanted to Know About Kayaking

(7 pm) 

Kayakers and would-be kayakers – you’re invited!  Columbia Canoe Club presents Sue Audette, owner of Water Works Canoe Co. and former member of the US Team.  She will deliver a multi-media presentation to make every level of paddler more successful.  Open to the public, donation to the club appreciated.
Sponsored by Columbia Canoe Club

Location:  French Club, Club Rd., (off Rt.66) Willimantic, near the Willimantic Country Club 

May 2 (Saturday) 





Tolland – Mansfield, CT

Upper Willimantic River Paddle

(Mid-morning – early afternoon)

Canoe or kayak down this beautiful stretch of river for approximately 8 miles from Tolland to River Park in Mansfield.  Mostly flatwater, with some quick water/Class I.  Pre-registration is required.  Limited to 20 boats; paddlers must be at least 16 years old.  Must have own boat and equipment including life jacket worn at all times on the water.  Bring lunch and drinks; cameras and binoculars recommended.  For paddling maps and water-level information, visit www.willimanticriver.org.  For more information or to register, call Betty Robinson at 860-429-3206.      

Sponsored by Willimantic River Alliance and Appalachian Mountain Club, CT Chapter 

Directions:  Obtain from trip leader upon registration.

May 2 (Saturday)



Southbridge, MA – Thompson, CT 
Quinebaug River Paddle – Southbridge to Fabyan
(7:30 am Paddlers meet/shuttle; 8:00 am Paddle)

Paddle from Southbridge to the Fabyan Canoe Launch in Thompson, CT on a quick moving stretch of water.  This segment is approximately 6 miles long, mostly quickwater/Class I, with some Class II water.  There is one portage at W. Dudley Road (also known as Paper Mill Road), where the Dudley Quinebaug Rail Trail Committee will assist paddlers and provide an historic and environmental overview of Dudley’s place in the watershed.  Pre-registration is required.  Limited to 20 boats; paddlers must be at least 16 years of age.  Must have own boat and equipment including life jacket worn at all times on the water.  For more information or to register, contact Ken Pickren, kenpickren@charter.net.  

Sponsored by Appalachian Mountain Club, Worcester Chapter and Dudley Quinebaug Rail Trail Committee. 

Directions: Obtain from trip leader upon registration.


May 2
(Saturday)






Thompson, CT

Quinebaug River Paddle (Fabyan to W. Thompson) and Family Fun Event at West Thompson Lake

(9:30 am 2nd leg Paddlers meet/shuttle; 10 am Ceremony, followed by 2nd leg of Paddle; 11 am – 3 pm Family Fun Event)
Join paddlers from Southbridge on the second leg of the day, from Fabyan to the Overlook Picnic Shelter on W. Thompson Lake, as we dedicate a new segment of water trail!  Participants will then enjoy a leisurely paddle of approximately 6.5 miles long, mostly flatwater with some quickwater/Class I segments, that should take about 3 hours.  Park rangers will point out different species of vegetation as well as any wildlife viewing along the way. At the Overlook Picnic Shelter, the public will be able to view exhibits provided by partner organizations related to water quality, local history, fisheries, and water safety.  Pre-registration is required to paddle but not for the Family Fun Event.  Limited to 20 boats; paddlers must be at least 12 years old with a parent or guardian.  Must have own boat and equipment including life jacket worn at all times on the water.  Bring snacks and drinks if desired.  For more information or to register, contact Cathy Dunlap of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers at W. Thompson Lake, 860-923-2982.  

Sponsored by Appalachian Mountain Club, Worcester Chapter, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Town of Thompson

Directions to Overlook Picnic Shelter for Family Fun Day:  From Route 395, take Exit 99 toward Thompson/N. Grosvenordale.  Turn into CT 200/E. Thompson Hill Road.  Turn right at CT 193/Thompson Road.  Continue to follow W. Thompson Road.  Drive over the dam and take a right after the white garages to drive down to the Overlook Picnic Shelter.  Park in the gravel parking lot directly in front of the picnic shelter.   

Directions and shuttle information for paddlers:  Obtain from trip leader upon registration.

May 2 (Saturday)






Webster, MA




Perryville Trace Walk


(10 am - 11 am)

Participants will greet paddlers coming down the French River and landing at Perryville.  After a short history of the Perryville area and an introduction to the French River Greenway, participants will take a leisurely one mile round-trip stroll on the new Perryville Trace.  The terrain is a flat, natural trail.  Leashed dogs are welcome.  For more information, contact Ken Parker at ken.parker@charter.net. 

Sponsored by French River Connection, www.frenchriverconnection.org
 Directions to Perryville Trace:  From Route 395, take Exit 1 towards Webster, go 1 mile on Lake Parkway, then left on School Street for 1 mile and right on Perryville Road to the railroad.  Note: There is no access from the Dudley side due to a bridge closure.

May 2
(Saturday)






Mansfield, CT

Backyard Water Wise Workshop

(10 am – 11 am)

What things can homeowners do to help make sure there is enough water for both people and nature?  Jean Pillo, Watershed Conservation Coordinator for the Eastern Connecticut Conservation District, will present a special workshop that will entertain, educate and hopefully inspire a new way to view your backyard.  Learn to save money and time by adopting sustainable, ecologically friendly landscaping concepts.  This is a free workshop, but please register by calling Virginia Walton at 860-429-3333. 

Sponsored by Thames River Basin Partnership

Directions to Council Chambers, Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building, 4 South Eagleville Rd. (Route 275), Storrs - Mansfield CT:  
From the north, follow I-91 South to Hartford. In Windsor, take Exit 35 onto I-291 West.

Continue (go over Bisell Bridge) to I-84 East to Exit 68. Take Route 195 South and continue on 
this road for about 7 miles. (You will cross over both Route 32 and Route 44 and drive through the University of Connecticut campus.) South Eagleville Road will be your first right after the 
campus ends; the Town Hall is the first driveway on your right.

From eastern Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Maine, take I-84 to Exit 68. Turn left onto Route 195 and continue for about 6 miles to campus. Take Route 195 South and continue on this road for about 7 miles. (You will cross over both Route 32 and Route 44 and drive through the University of Connecticut campus.) South Eagleville Road will be your first right after the campus ends; the Town Hall is the first driveway on your right.

From southeastern Connecticut, take Route 32 and continue north to Willimantic. At Willimantic, follow the signs for Route 195 for about 6 miles into Mansfield. You will cross Route 6 just after entering Mansfield. South Eagleville Road is on your left, just before the campus of the University of Connecticut. the Town Hall is the first driveway on your right.

From other points south, follow I-91 North to Hartford and take Exit 29 which connects with I-84 East. Continue on I-84 East to Exit 68. Take Route 195 South and continue on this road for about 7 miles. (You will cross over both Route 32 and Route 44 and drive through the University of Connecticut campus.) South Eagleville Road will be your first right after the campus ends; the Town Hall is the first driveway on your right.

From the west, follow I-84 East/West to Exit 68. Take Route 195 South and continue on this road for about 7 miles. (You will cross over both Route 32 and Route 44 and drive through the 
University of Connecticut campus.) South Eagleville Road will be your first right after the campus ends; the Town Hall is the first driveway on your right.

May 3 (Sunday)






Mansfield, CT


Meet the Mt. Hope River 


(1 pm)
Participants will take a walk to observe the plants and animals living along this beautiful stretch of river.  We may spot some early wildflowers and see some returning resident birds.  This easy walk on a natural trail will take about 1 hour and cover about 1 mile.  Cameras and binoculars are recommended.  Children 4+ are welcome with a parent or guardian.  For more information, 
contact Susan Harrington at hoopoe@sbcglobal.net.   

Sponsored by Mansfield Parks Advisory Committee

Directions to Mt. Hope Park: From the junction with Route 195, follow Route 89 east for 3.4 miles; Mt. Hope Park is on the right, look for small parking lot. 

For complete Source to Sea event listings from April to June, please visit www.thelastgreenvalley.org (click on the Source to Sea logo) or contact Lois Bruinooge at 860 774-3300 or email lois@tlgv.org.


The Last Green Valley, Inc. is the nonprofit management entity for the Quinebaug and Shetucket Rivers Valley National Heritage Corridor.  The Last Green Valley’s mission is to conserve, celebrate and enhance the significant historical, cultural, natural and scenic resources of the Heritage Corridor while promoting a quality of life based on a strong healthy economy compatible with the region’s character.  

THAMES RIVER WATERSHED FACT OF THE WEEK:  Nonpoint source pollution contributes to water quality problems in the Thames River Watershed.  Polluted runoff occurs when it rains or when snow melts, as water washes over roads, parking lots, lawns, and sidewalks, removing oil, debris, soil, and fertilizer from those surfaces.  The water and pollutants then flow directly into waterways, or into nearby storm drains, and are carried, untreated, to our rivers, lakes and Long Island Sound.
WATER SCIENCE TERM OF THE WEEK:  HYDROLOGIC CYCLE the cyclic transfer of water vapor from the Earth’s surface via evapotranspiration into the atmosphere, from the atmosphere via precipitation back to earth, and through runoff into streams, rivers, and lakes, and ultimately into the oceans.
# # #
PAGE  
1

