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Become a Last Green Valley Water Quality Monitoring Volunteer!

The Last Green Valley is seeking volunteers for its fall water quality monitoring activities.  No experience is necessary, as training will be offered on September 11, 2010 at the Ashford Town Hall from 9 am – noon.  Volunteers will be trained to collect and identify stream insects using the “Rapid Bioassessment for Volunteers” protocol.  


What can stream insects tell us about water quality?  More than you might think!   “Several types of stream insects are excellent indicators of water quality,” said Jean Pillo, The Last Green Valley’s Water Quality Monitoring Coordinator and Watershed Conservation Coordinator for the Eastern Connecticut Conservation District.  “Mayflies and stoneflies spend most of their lifecycle living underwater in freshwater streams.  They can be very sensitive to their environment, and since they are exposed to the river water 24/7, their presence in a river could indicate good quality water.  If they are missing, then something is up and further investigation may be warranted.”  The information collected by volunteers is submitted to the Connecticut and Massachusetts Departments of Environmental Protection and will be used to assess water quality and identify problem areas.   


The training will include an indoor workshop followed by actual field training.  Volunteers should come dressed to wade in a stream.  Once trained, volunteers can sign out equipment and monitor a stream or streams of their choice at a time convenient to their schedule, as long as the sampling is completed by December.  The goal is to develop a core group of volunteers willing to spend a few hours a year each fall to collect usable baseline water quality data in each of The Last Green Valley’s 35 towns.  Help determine the current health of our rivers by becoming a Last Green Valley Water Quality Monitoring Volunteer!


The September 11, 2010 training in Ashford is free, but pre-registration is required. Volunteers should be 14 years old or older to participate. To register for this program, please call Jean Pillo at 860-928-4948 or email Jean.Pillo@ConserveCT.org.
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