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How Can I Protect the Water Quality of My Favorite Lake?


The Amos Lake Association and the Eastern CT Conservation District have developed a packet of materials that can help homeowners and businesses protect water quality in The Last Green Valley’s lakes and ponds.   


Many of our daily activities contribute to water pollution. When rain water washes over roads, parking lots, lawns, and sidewalks, it picks up oil, trash, soil, excess fertilizer and pet waste, and carries those pollutants directly to our lakes and ponds.  Amos Lake is a 113-acre Trophy Trout/Bass Management Lake in Preston, CT.   The 920-acre watershed surrounding the lake includes agricultural businesses, small-scale businesses, medium-density houses and churches.  Past studies have indicated that the lake is subject to excess nutrient loads, particularly phosphorus, which can lead to degraded water quality.


The Amos Lake Association developed a Public Awareness Project designed to inform residents that the impacts of some lakeside activities such as over-fertilizing lawns, failing to maintain septic systems, and failing to pick up after pets can contribute to water quality problems.  The project was developed in partnership with the Eastern CT Conservation District and was funded in part by the CT Department of Environmental Protection through a US Environmental Protection Agency Clean Water Act Section 319 Nonpoint Source Grant in conjunction with the CT Federation of Lakes.


The Amos Lake Association distributed packets to all residents and businesses in the watershed surrounding the lake.  Each packet included brochures about the lake, potential pollution sources, drinking water, low-impact development, septic system maintenance, soil testing, organic land care, and more.  All of the brochures are available for download at www.thelastgreenvalley.org (look for “Watershed Projects” under “Preserve”).  The information contained in these packets can be adapted (with proper credit, of course) for a public awareness campaign to protect water quality in your lake or pond.


For more information about the Eastern CT Conservation District, visit:  www.ConserveCT.org/Eastern.  For more information about The Last Green Valley, visit: www.tlgv.org.   The Last Green Valley - It’s where you live!

#   #   #

PAGE  
2
P.O. Box 29, 111 Main Street ∙ Danielson, CT 06239-0029 ∙ Phone 860-774-3300 ∙ Fax 860-774-8543

P.O. Box 186 ∙ Southbridge, MA 01550 ∙ Toll Free 866-363-7226 ∙ Email: mail@tlgv.org ∙ web: www.thelastgreenvalley.org    


