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June 1, 2011
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE. . . 

Contact:     Bill Reid

       Director of External Affairs
                   860-774-3300

                   bill@tlgv.org
Southbridge Savings Bank – Marks Ten Years of Support
Southbridge, MA – Southbridge Savings Bank has donated $3,000 to support The Last Green Valley’s Green Light Campaign.  The bank’s donation marks a ten year commitment to support the work of The Last Green Valley, Inc. (TLGV).
The Green Light Campaign has a goal of raising $100,000 in donations, memberships and business partnerships for TLGV, the steward of the unique yet fragile region designated a National Heritage Corridor.  TLGV is a vocal advocate for protection, preservation, and economic advancement of our home.  It reaches beyond geographic borders and brings a regional perspective to benefit the 35 towns in northeast Connecticut and south-central Massachusetts united by shared natural resources.   

TLGV is the only organization with such a unique regional perspective.  And now, TLGV is at risk. TLGV was established as a federally-funded organization in 1994, but this funding is scheduled to cease in 2015. TLGV must become self-sustaining through the support of residents and businesses that live, work, and play here. The donation by Southbridge Savings Bank and many other businesses and residents will help ensure that TLGV can continue to provide a voice for our beautiful valley.  

“For ten years Southbridge Savings Bank has been a loyal supporter of TLGV.  We know that our work to preserve the region’s significant natural resources and encourage compatible economic revitalization couldn’t happen without their donation.  We are very grateful for their support and encouragement,” commented Charlene Perkins Cutler, TLGV Executive Director.

Philip Pettinelli, President of Southbridge Savings Bank, stated, “the Bank is proud to be affiliated with TLGV and over the years has sponsored such events as ‘Source to Sea’ and ‘Walktober.’  We look forward to continuing this partnership and encourage other community organizations to support TLGV. As they say, it’s where you live and it belongs to you.”

 
Southbridge Savings Bank was established in 1848 in Southbridge, Massachusetts and currently has nine full-service branches throughout central Massachusetts.  Southbridge Savings Bank is a community-oriented mutual financial institution committed to high quality, personalized service.  For more information log onto their website at  www.southbridgesavingsbank.com, visit them on facebook at facebook.com/southbridgesavings or call toll free 800-939-9103.
The Last Green Valley is the popular name given to the Quinebaug and Shetucket Rivers Valley National Heritage Corridor that encompasses nearly 1,100 square miles in northeastern Connecticut and south-central Massachusetts and is notable for its distinctive and rural quality of life in the midst of tremendous growth from Boston to Washington, D.C.  The Last Green Valley remains 78% forest and farmlands; it is the 3rd largest watershed draining into Long Island Sound; it has over 100 clean lakes, ponds, rivers and streams, 7 state forests and 5 state parks, 16 wildlife management areas, 100’s of miles of hiking and water trails, and 1,000’s of acres of preserved open space.  

For more information about how you can get involved please visit:  

www.thelastgreenvalley.org or call 860-774-3300.  The Last Green Valley: It’s Where You Live and It Belongs to You!          
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Photo caption:

Susan Gunnell, Senior Vice President, Retail Banking and Administration, Southbridge Savings Bank (left); Philip Pettinelli, President and CEO of Southbridge Savings Bank (center); Charlene Perkins Cutler, TLGV Executive Director (right).
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