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August 17, 2011
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:  
Jean Pillo, Coordinator



TLGV Water Quality Monitoring Program



jean.pillo@conservect.org


Phone (860) 928-4948 x 605

Are Your Neighborhood Streams Healthy?  
The Last Green Valley is looking for volunteers interested in learning how to determine water quality using stream insects as indicators.  A special effort is being made to develop baseline data upstream of the Willimantic Reservoir in cooperation with the Natchaug River Basin Conservation Compact, adopted by the towns of Ashford, Eastford, Chaplin, Hampton, Union, Willington, Windham and Woodstock in late April.  Participants from other watersheds are also encouraged to become involved. 

A free volunteer training workshop will take place on Saturday, September 10, 2011 at the Ashford Town Hall, located at 5 Town Hall Drive in Ashford, CT (next to Cumberland Farms on Route 44) from 9 a.m. - noon.  Volunteers will learn how to collect and sort samples and use simplified field cards that help to identify the mayflies and stoneflies found in a healthy stream.  The absence of these “good” bugs may indicate problems that need to be corrected. 

Following the training, volunteer teams will be assigned sampling stations convenient to where they live.  Sampling will take place between September and December.   Boots, nets, and other equipment will be provided.  Volunteers must be 14 or older and must be physically able to scramble down stream banks and wade in the water to collect the samples.  For safety reasons, each team needs to have a minimum of two people.  Previously trained volunteers are welcome to come for a refresher course.  Teachers and Scout leaders are encouraged to participate.
Registration is required.  To sign up, or for further information, please call Jean Pillo at 860-928-4949 X 605 or email her at Jean.Pillo@ConserveCT.org.  
The Last Green Valley Water Quality Monitoring Program is a partnership between The Last Green Valley, the Eastern Connecticut Conservation District and the Connecticut Audubon Society Center at Pomfret.  Funding support for the program has been provided by Frito-Lay and Connecticut Light and Power.
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Photo caption:  Woodstock Academy students investigate water quality in a nearby stream. 
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