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August 10, 2010

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
AGvocate Program Celebrates Successful First Year 

The AGvocate Program concluded its first year with an impressive list of accomplishments in the original six AGvocate towns.   Ashford, Brooklyn, Canterbury, Franklin, Sterling, and Thompson have worked hard over the last year to strengthen the farm-friendliness of their municipal regulations and to improve the long-term viability of agricultural businesses within each community. 

Ashford, Brooklyn, and Sterling drafted and passed ordinances establishing Agriculture Commissions, then appointed members, elected officers, and defined goals.  Each town identified all of its agricultural product and service providers and reached out to other boards and commissions to determine how to coordinate efforts.  Sterling also began drafting an agriculture section for its Plan of Conservation and Development.


Canterbury’s Board of Selectmen appointed an Agricultural Study Committee, which elected officers and established goals.  The town identified its agricultural product and service providers, drafted and passed a Right-to-Farm Ordinance, developed an agriculture section for its Plan of Conservation and Development, and drafted zoning regulations to accommodate the needs of farmers.


Franklin drafted and passed an ordinance establishing an Agriculture and Conservation Commission, drafted and passed a Right-to-Farm Ordinance, and developed an agriculture section for the Plan of Conservation and Development. 


Thompson drafted and passed an ordinance establishing an Agriculture Commission, identified and  surveyed agricultural product and service providers in town, reached out to other boards and commissions to determine how to coordinate efforts, drafted and passed a Right-to-Farm Ordinance, held an input session to understand how the Agriculture Commission could best meet the needs of the agricultural community, and drafted an agriculture section of the Plan of Conservation and Development. 

The AGvocate Program is currently funded by an Agriculture Viability Grant from the CT Department of Agriculture, and it has grown to include four additional towns - Eastford, Hampton, Windham, and Woodstock.  All ten municipalities will receive technical assistance in the upcoming year from the AGvocate Project Leader, Jennifer Kaufman.  According to Ms. Kaufman, “Each AGvocate community has its individual differences but is facing similar struggles.  The AGvocate Program brings the agricultural community together in each town and makes is easier for AGvocate towns to share information and learn from each other.  The year’s list of accomplishments is a testament to the hard work of all the AGvocate communities and their desire to improve agriculture viability in The Last Green Valley.” 

For questions or more information about the AGvocate program, contact Jennifer Kaufman at AGvocate@yahoo.com or 860-450-6007. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

AGvocate Steering Committee: Ben Bowell, New England Field Rep, American Farmland Trust •Lois Bruinooge, Deputy Executive Director, The Last Green Valley, Inc. (TLGV) • David Fuss, Town of Brooklyn Planning and Zoning Commission •John Guszkowski, President, Eastern CT RC&D • Rick Hermonot, Ekonk Hill Turkey Farm, & Farm and Business Consultant, First Pioneer Credit • Jennifer Kaufman, AGvocate (Staff) • Kevin Kennedy, Director of Planning, Town of Thompson • Joyce Meader, Dairy /Livestock Educator, UConn Cooperative Extension  •  Dawn Pindell, Executive Director, Windham County Farm Service Agency • Norma O’Leary, Chair, TLGV Natural Resources & Agriculture Committee • Elizabeth Rogers, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service






