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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE . . .

Contact:
Bill Reid



Director of External Affairs



860-774-3300, email: Bill@tlgv.org
BALD EAGLE SIGHTINGS IN THE LAST GREEN VALLEY


For the second year in a row, The Last Green Valley participated in the CT Midwinter Eagle Survey.  A team of stalwart volunteers from The Last Green Valley, Inc. (TLGV) loaded up binoculars, cameras and cold weather gear and set out to count bald eagles.  Twenty four individuals formed teams and surveyed 18 locations on the Quinebaug River and Shetucket River from 7:00 to 11:00 am.


The Midwinter Eagle Survey is organized by Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection through the state coordinator, Julie Victoria, from the Franklin Wildlife Management Area.  Nationally, the program is a project of the U.S. Geological Survey, Biological Resources Division.  Every team observes on the same date and during the same hours to make the Midwinter Eagle Survey a national snapshot of the viability and distribution of our national symbol.


The bald eagle is a large bird of prey with a body length of 28 to 40 inches and a wingspan of up to 96 inches.  Adult birds have a white head and tail with a brown body; immature eagles are all brown and may have some spotty white under the wings, breast, back, head and tail.  The range of the bald eagle is most of North America, although it was on the verge of extinction in the lower 48 states in the late 20th century.  It was removed from the List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on June 28, 2007, just three years ago.  Native Americans consider the bald eagle a sacred messenger.  It became the symbol of the United States when the Continental Congress adopted the Great Seal of the United States in 1782.  


Bill Reid, TLGV’s director of external affairs organized the TLGV teams and has spotted bald eagles during paddle trips on the Quinebaug and Shetucket Rivers.  He was sold on the idea of organizing a team of volunteers to participate in the Midwinter Eagle Survey.


“Bald eagles are beautiful birds,” Reid remarked.  “When ever I see one I am always amazed at their size and majesty.  The Last Green Valley has wonderful natural resources and organizing a team to participate in the Eagle Survey was another way to involve volunteers in the stewardship of the Valley.”


Last year the TLGV team had 12 sighting on the Quinebaug.  This year the TLGV team sighted 11 bald eagles on the Quinebaug and five on the Shetucket.  The teams record the exact time and location of each sighting and Julie Victoria, CT DEP wildlife biologist uses this data to determine how many individuals birds may be in the region.  The birds are drawn to the open waters of the rivers to feed, most migrating south from northern New England and Canada.  


According to Julie Victoria, “Winter is the most critical time for these birds.  They arrive in Connecticut to areas of open water to feed on fish which is their preferred food and, at night, they roost in conifers on sheltered ridges.  Access to their feeding and roosting areas without human disturbance is essential to their survival.  Please keep your distance from these birds so they don’t deplete their energy flying from you.”

The Last Green Valley was pleased to be part of this important work documenting eagles in the region.  Those interested in participating in the 2012 survey organized by TLGV should contact Bill Reid at 860-774-3300 or by e-mail at bill@tlgv.org.
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Photos courtesy of TLGV Member, Wendy Brennan.  Members in picture standing, back row from left to right:   Ken Pickren, Rob Andrews, Tom Brennan, Jeffrey Salvas, Eric Thomas, Charles Leach, Mary Beth Kaeser, Alan Nordell, Virge Lorents, Jeanne Wadsworth, Lynn Sarti, Patricia Lebrelli, Wendy Brennan.

Front row, left to right:  Kayla Salvas, Dory Salvas, Bill Reid, Jean Pillo.

Not pictured:  Mike Nelson, Jerry Carter.
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