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January 6, 2011

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
AGvocate Program Receives Additional Funding and Award
The AGvocate Program, administered through the Eastern CT Resource Conservation and Development Area, Inc., has been working since 2009 to improve agricultural viability in The Last Green Valley.   In recognition of the program’s success, the CT Department of Agriculture has awarded the program a Farm Viability Grant for the third year in a row.  The AGvocate Program also has received the CT Chapter of the American Planning Association’s 2010 Public Program Award for “Exemplifying innovation, collaboration, effectiveness and achievement in advancing farm-friendly planning tools and strengthening the viability of agricultural businesses.”


The AGvocate Program includes ten towns within The Last Green Valley - Ashford, Brooklyn, Canterbury, Eastford, Franklin, Hampton, Sterling, Thompson, Windham, and Woodstock.  All ten municipalities receive technical assistance from the AGvocate Project Leader, Jennifer Kaufman.  According to Ms. Kaufman, “Each AGvocate community has its individual differences but is facing similar struggles.  The AGvocate Program brings the agricultural community together in each town and makes is easier for AGvocate towns to share information and learn from each other.  The continued funding and state-wide recognition is a testament to the hard work of all the AGvocate communities and their desire to improve agriculture viability in The Last Green Valley.” 
The results of the program have been impressive.  Ashford, Brooklyn, Franklin, Sterling, and Thompson have passed ordinances to establish Agriculture Commissions, then appointed members, elected officers, and defined goals.  Canterbury’s Board of Selectmen appointed an Agricultural Study Committee.  Eastford, Hampton, Windham, and Woodstock are also considering forming a permanent committee or commission to serve as a voice for agriculture within municipalities.
Canterbury, Eastford, Franklin, Sterling, and Thompson passed Right-to-Farm ordinances.  Hampton will bring its draft Right-to-Farm Ordinance to Town Meeting this spring.  Brooklyn and Woodstock have had Right-to-Farm ordinances for several years.

Each town identified its agricultural product and service providers and reached out to other boards and commissions to determine how to coordinate efforts.  Brooklyn, Canterbury, Franklin, Sterling, and Thompson have added sections on agriculture to their Plans of Conservation and Development.  Canterbury drafted zoning regulations to accommodate the needs of farmers. 


Kaufman reports, “The energy, enthusiasm, commitment, and results of this program show that citizens of eastern Connecticut value local farms not only because they are part of our rural heritage, but they are also an important economic driver within the region.  Farms provide food, jobs, environmental benefits, and stabilize a municipal tax base.  In order to preserve our region’s farms we need to preserve farming.  The AGvocate Program has provided a way for farmers, citizens, and municipal leaders to work together to achieve these goals.”
For questions or more information about the AGvocate program, contact Jennifer Kaufman at AGvocate@yahoo.com or 860-450-6007. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

AGvocate Steering Committee: Ben Bowell, New England Field Rep, American Farmland Trust •Lois Bruinooge, Deputy Executive Director, The Last Green Valley, Inc. (TLGV) • David Fuss, Town of Brooklyn Planning and Zoning Commission •John Guszkowski, President, Eastern CT RC&D • Rick Hermonot, Ekonk Hill Turkey Farm, & Farm and Business Consultant, First Pioneer Credit • Jennifer Kaufman, AGvocate (Staff) • Kevin Kennedy, Director of Planning, Town of Thompson • Joyce Meader, Dairy /Livestock Educator, UConn Cooperative Extension  •  Dawn Pindell, Executive Director, Windham County Farm Service Agency • Norma O’Leary, Chair, TLGV Natural Resources & Agriculture Committee • Elizabeth Rogers, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service






