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Route 169, incorporated in 1801, is
essentially the same Norwich and
Woodstock Turnpike, whose earliest use
can be traced back to the 1600's.
Despite widening, paving and other
improvements designed to accommo-
date vehicular traffic, travelers on Route
169 can still feel a sense of affinity with
all who have traveled this meandering
road before them.

An estimated 189 pre-1855 homes
have survived along the length of the
highway, visible remembrances of a way
of life quickly disappearing from other
regions of the state. Historic churches,
found in every village, call to mind the
quest for religious freedom that lies at
the foundation of America.

Vistas open onto green pastures
and cornfields. Wooded hills exhibit the
seasonal beauty of Northeastern
Connecticut, blazing with the reds and
golds of autumn, the brilliant colors of
spring and summer and, when blanketed
with snow, the pristine beauty of winter.

A 32.1 mile section of Route 169
was designated a State Scenic Highway
in 1991, and a National Scenic Byway
by the Federal Highway Administration
in 1996.

Setting off on your own quest to
rediscover the past, you will cross
through Lisbon, where the feeling of an
early American community is still evident
— through Canterbury, where
Connecticut's interpretation of Georgian
architecture is prominent—through
Brooklyn, with its two historic districts —
through Pomfret, once known as “"the
other Newport” for its strong influx of
wealthy summer vacationers, and finally
— through Woodstock, with its many
architectural surprises clustered around a
town common.
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Together, Routes 49 and 14A, encom-
passing 19.5 miles, were designated a
State Scenic Highway in 1995, stretching
from Route 184 north to Route 14A, then
east to Porter Pond Road in Sterling.

This route is celebrated for its dra-
matic vistas viewed from large hilltop
farms beautifully defined by stone walls,
leisurely grazing cattle, and corn tassels
that stretch to touch the open sky. Three
of the largest farms you will pass - the
Palmer Farm in North Stonington, the
Gallup Farm in Voluntown, and the Frink
Farm in Sterling, have enjoyed continu-
ous use by the same families for nearly
three centuries.
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- tled Woodstock, and
grandfather of Henry C.
Bowen, who built
Roseland Cottage.
National Register of
Historic Places.

? - Built in 1816 for William
. Bowen, a descendant of
wilie "':' Henry Bowen, one of the
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The Inn at Woodstock Hill
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Fairgrounds Palmer Memorial

An 1858 offspring of the Windham Hall & Palmer

County Agricultural Society’s Brooklyn Arboretum
Fair, the annual Woodstock Fair is one i 115 el o v e

of the oldest and largest agricultural
fairs in the State. It is held each year Histo}r]igg?eégiiij \é\/;)}gg;tﬁcit
over Labor Day Weekend. Sponsored the Arboretum, founded in

by the Woodstock Agrcutue SOcety 1014 ic nlues an ner-

esting collection of trees and
a grove of cypresses.

“Thirteen Goers" who set-

Roseland Coﬂage/Bowen House Museum

This striking Gothic Revival structure, built in 1846, was the home of
Woodstock native, Henry Bowen. The grounds feature a 100-year old box-
wood parterre garden, bowling alley and ice house. Colorful Fourth of July

celebrations, with U.S. Presidents i
The house contains original furnish

Woodstock Academ cl}.;

Built in 1873, the Academy, situated on

Woodstock Common, is now a semi-private sec-

ondary school. National Register of Historic Places. ggrenl;g]q n
First Congregc’rlondl Private farm. A 750-
Church & Cemeferg acre farm of 500 dairy
The earliest congregation in cows, in operation
Northeastern Connecticut, its first since 1928 by the

minister preached here in 1690.
This Federal-style building, built in
1821, is the third on the site.
Gravestones in the cemetery date
back to the 17th century.

Settled in 1686 as New Roxbury by a group of men known as the “Thirteen Goers” from
Roxbury, Massachusetts. It was the first European settlement in the area that became
Windham County. In 1690 it was named Woodstock after the same in Oxfordshire,
England. It became part of the Connecticut Colony and was incorporated in 1749.

Preservation of New England Antiquities. (928-4074) Hours: June - October
15: Wed.-Sun. 11 AM - 5 PM (open July 4 and Columbus Day), tours on the
hour. Admission: $4 adults; $3.50 seniors; $2 children; group rate. National
Register of Historic Places, National Historic Landmark. Rl 1

Pulplt Rock Road Marker North Woodstock

The bronze plaque erected Libra y
in 1986 describes the nearby

site where ang kl;elighious S house, it was converted to a library in
Ry i : iy the early 1950s. (928-2629)
SIS M lletis: Hours: Mon. 1:30 PM - 5:30 PM; Thu.

n attendance were held on the property.
ings. Administered by the Society for the

Built in 1842 as a one-room school-

2PM-5PM,; Sat. 1:30 PM - 4:30 PM.

Sherman family. In
the early 1990s, the
State recognized the
property as a Dairy
Farm of Distinction.

Y
North Woodstock Village

The center of the village is surrounded by a
number of good examples of Federal and
Greek Revival-style houses and a later 19th
century Congregational Church.
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WHISPERING THE LIVERY SHOPS $ FOX HUNT FARMS FOX'S FANCY SWEET SCRANTON'S SHOPS
13 HILL $ 14260 Route 171 1 5 GOURMET & CAFE ® 1 6 SHOPPE ®& 1 7

928-0162 928-0571. Hours: Mon.-

292 Route 169  928-0714
Hours: Daily, Tue.-Wed., Sat. 9 AM - 5 PM: Sun. 11 AM - Hours: Tue.-Fri. 10 AM - 7 PM; Sat.-
by chance. Needlecraft 4 PM. Gifts, antiques and Sun. 10 AM - 5:30 PM; (Nov. - Apr. Tues.

shop. handicrafts. Sun. 10 AM - 5:30 PM). Gourmet deli.

290 Route 169  928-2558
Hours: April - September: Tues.- 928-3738. Hours: Daily 11 AM -
Sun. 12 noon - 9:30 PM. Ice cream. 5 PM. Local arts and crafts.

300 Route 169

18

928-2038. Hours: Mon.-Fri. 310 Route 169 ¢ 928-6589
6 AM - 6 PM; Sat. 6 AM - 2 PM. Hours: Wed.-Sun. 11:30 AM -
Breakfast, lunch, dinner. 4:30 PM. Art Gallery.

START OF ROUTES 49 & 14A SCENIC BYWAY ¢ NORTH STONINGTON, CONNECTICUT

VARIETY

Settled in 1680 by residents
moving inland from the
shoreline in order to acquire
tracts of land to support their
large households.
Incorporated in 1807.
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Approximate Mileage Scale

0 0.5 1.0 2.0
Area code for all phone numbers listed is 860
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Pachaug State Forest/Headquarters

Main entrance to the state forest; office located to the right. Maps and brochures available
inside wooden box on front porch. Picnicking inside park entrance at Doug's Place. Access
to Beachdale boat launch and fishing area; Rhododendron Sanctuary; Mount Misery (hik-
ing); horse trails (parking for horseback riders at entrance to Frog Hollow Horse Camp);

i ds. Hours: 8 AM - dusk.
Gallup Farm e Wylie Schoolhouse
Private farm. The 439-acre dairy farm has 4 A ?One of the few remaining one-room
been owned by the same family for over Route 49 f schoolhouses in the area. Built prior to

300 years. At the intersection of Gallup 1856, it was given to the Voluntown

Road, begins an outstanding 0.5 mile ; - o v breaks into tenth school district by Henry Wylie; its
civewih vews o farmla:dd th Ilrlfl VaII||ey % i KGRI, last class graduated in 1938. The prop-
First Baptist Church ana sione Wers: \ kAT i 138 and '165 erty was given to the Voluntown
Sbure b a it T at stop sign; Historical Society in 1971 by Charles
graveyard containing approximately Hnatyshyn, and has been in continuous
stones from the 0.5 mile north use since. Hours: Contact Voluntown
mid- to late-1800s pick up Historical Society, P.O. Box 130,

Voluntown, CT 06384. National
Register of Historic Places.

up to the present. Route 49

Pachaug State Forest/Green Falls Recreation Area

The 24,000- acre Pachaug State Forest is the largest in the state sys-
tem. The Native American word “Pachaug” means bend or turn in the
river. Old cellar holes and miles of stone fencing demonstrate that the
forest was once farmed. Recreational opportunities include in-season
hunting, 35 miles of hiking trails, horse trails, picnic and camp sites,
water activities and snowmobiling. Follow dirt road approximately 5.8
miles to boat launch, picnic areas; swimming is 1/10 mile from boat
Settled by volunteers from the King Philip's War (1675-76). In EURGi TS 6 A= G, (72
1696, Lt. Thomas Leffingwell of Norwich and Sergeant John - :
Frink of Stonington, petitioned the General Court “that they
with the rest of the English volunteers in the former wars might
have a plantation granted to them”. A tract of land, six miles
square, was granted, which, with land added later, comprises
the present towns of Voluntown and Sterling. In 1708, the plan-
tation was known as "Volunteers Town". Incorporated in 1721,
in 1794 Sterling became a separate town, leaving a tract of
land known today as Voluntown. According to research,
Voluntown is the only so-named town in the North American
continent.

Settled in 1710, the area was originally part
of Voluntown. Incorporated in 1794, it was
named for Dr. John Sterling, who, in return
for this honor, promised to build the commu-
nity a library — a promise he failed to keep.

Photos courtesy Angell House Design, National Park
Service, Northeast Connecticut Visitors District and
Voluntown Historical Society

Design by Angell House Design ® 1997

THE WOODSTOCK THE INN AT RESOURCEFUL JUDITH WOODSTOCK JOY'S COUNTRY THE CHRISTMAS BARN
2 0 TRADING POST $ 21 WOODSTOCK HILL 22 GARDENS & NURSERY $ 23 ORCHARDS 2 4 STORE & 2 5
280 Route 171 = 486 Route 169 » 928-4421. Hours: 928-4029 835 Route 169 ¢ 928-7652.

963-7749. Hours: Wed.-Mon. 94 Plaine Hill Rd. & Route 169 May - July & Sept. - Oct.: Thu.-Sun. 11 AM - 494 Route 169 ¢ 928-2225 Hours: Daily 7 AM - 8 PM. Hours: Summer - Fall: Tue.-Sat. 10
10 AM - 5 PM. Antiques and crafts. ~ 928-0528. 22 suites, private 5:30 PM. Specialty rose gardens on the grounds Hours: August - May: Daily 9 AM - Breakfast, lunch, dinner, gro- AM -5 PM; Sun. 12 noon - 5 PM
baths, breakfast. of the original 1801 Woodstock Academy. 6 PM. Farm stand and pick-your-own. ceries and gifts. Retail Christmas shop.




Dow Family Homestead

A Private farm. Regarded as the birthplace of Charles Dow, founder of the
Dow-Jones industrial stock averages, and the Wall Street Journal. Located at
the southern end of Ekonk, a Mohegan word meaning “long hill or ridge”, it
offers spectacular views along Ekonk Hill. Preserved through the Connecticut
Development Rights Program, the property has been farmed for most of the
20th century by the Molodich family.

Frink Family Farm

A Private farm. Located at the northern
end of Ekonk Hill, this farm has
remained in the Frink family since the
early 1700s. The land is preserved
through the Connecticut Development
Rights Program.

Junction of
Rte. 14A

Sterling Hill National Historic District
; This half-mile area is best enjoyed on foot. Park at the First Baptist Church of
Line ChurCh Sterling (c. 1860); entrance to lot is from Sterling Hill Road on north side of Route
When built in the 1790s, the Congregational church  14A. The district boasts 3 historic taverns, 12 pre-industrial buildings, rare struc-

stood in the center of town. When Sterling separat-  tures such as an early 19th century tanning shed, open meadows, a pond, village
ed from Voluntown, the dividing line ran directly green, and farm fields used during Revolutionary War encampments. During the
through the middle of the church. The “Line Revolution, Comte de Rochambeau’s army encamped nearby; Rochambeau,
Church”, as it came to be known, was subsequently Marquis de Chastellux, and General George Washington lodged in some of the
used both for worship and as a meeting house. village homes. National Register Historic District.

This brochure is prepared in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Transportation and the Connecticut
Department of Transportation. It was produced by the Northeast Connecticut Visitors District in conjunction with the
Northeastern Connecticut Council of Governments, Connecticut's Mystic & More!, and with assistance from local histo-
rians. We congratulate the Association of Northeastern Connecticut Historical Societies for their vision in designating
these local roads scenic.

For your convenience, we have tried to make all information in this guide accurate and up-to-date. We cannot
assume responsibility. We advise checking hours and other details that may be subject to change, so that your visit is a
thoroughly enjoyable one. For your safety, we recommend obeying all traffic signals and speed limits.

For more information contact Connecticut's Mystic & More!, PO Box 89, New London, CT 06320, 800-TO ENJOY
or the Northeast Connecticut Visitors District, PO Box 598, Putnam, CT 06260, (860) 928-1228 or 888-628-1228.

END OF ROUTES 49 & 14A SCENIC BYWAY ¥ STERLING, CONNECTICUT

PAINTINGS & MORE JOHN YORK TOWN PIZZA RESTAURANT & NATURE'S CAMPSITES )
BY NANCY $ HOUSE B&8 ) OLDE TOWN TAVERN O Route 49N/96 Ekonk Hill Rd.
184 Pendleton Hill Rd. 1 Clarks Falls Rd. Routes 138 & 49 & 165 ¢ 376-3378 376-4203. Hours; April -

599-8429. Hours: By chance or 599-3075. 4 bedrooms, Hours: Mon.-Thu. 10 AM - 10 PM; Fri. 10 AM - October: check-out time 12 noon. 150-site
appointment. Antiques and crafts. private baths, full breakfast. 11 PM; Sat. 7 AM - 11 PM; Sun. 7 AM - 10 PM. campground on the banks of the Pachaug
Breakfast, lunch, dinner, take-out. River.




