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VaIIey Connecting the Drops through The Last Green Valley




Complete Expedition Schedule
April 1 (Wednesday)

Massachusetts - Opening Day of Fishing Season

Visit www.mass.gov/dfwele/index.htm for information on fishing and boating access maps, pond maps, freshwater licenses, and fishing regulations. 

April 1 – 30







Thompson, CT

Thompson’s 7th Annual Beautification & Clean-Up Month

Throughout the month, volunteers will remove litter from roadsides, parks, and other public places in town.  For more information, email ThompsonEnvironment@gmail.com or contact Bob at 860-923-3600 or Norma at 860-923-2969.   

Sponsored by Thompson Together Environment Committee

April 6 (Monday)






Ledyard, CT


Backyard Water Wise Workshop

(7 – 8 pm)

What things can homeowners do to help make sure there is enough water for both people and nature?  Jean Pillo, Watershed Conservation Coordinator for the Eastern Connecticut Conservation District, will present a special workshop that will entertain, educate and hopefully inspire a new way to view your backyard.  Learn to save money and time by adopting sustainable, ecologically friendly landscaping concepts.  The public is welcome to attend this free workshop.  


Sponsored by Thames River Basin Partnership and Ledyard Garden Club


Location:  Ledyard Senior Center, 12 Van Tassel Drive, Gales Ferry, CT

April 9 – 26







Willimantic, CT


Riverscapes of The Last Green Valley Photography Exhibit 


(Tues. – Sat., 10 am - 5 pm and Sun. 4/26, 12 – 3 pm.)
View stunning photography featuring architecture and landscapes along the rivers of The Last Green Valley, exhibited in a Victorian-era building housing the Artisans’ Cooperative.  For more information visit www.swiftwaters.org or call 860-228-1113. 

Sponsored by Swift Waters Artisans’ Cooperative

Directions:  Follow Rtes. 66, 32 or 195 to Main St. in Willimantic; 750 Main St. is 2 blocks west of the Frog Bridge. 

April 11 (Saturday) 





Thompson, CT

West Thompson Lake Earth Day Cleanup 

(8 am Registration and Refreshments; 9 am – 12 Cleanup followed by Lunch)
Join U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ staff and an army of volunteers and help spruce up the West Thompson Lake Recreation Area.  Pre-registration is requested to allow for proper planning and supplies.  Pizza lunch at noon for all volunteers!  For more information or to register, contact Michelle Dwyer at 860-923-2982.

Sponsored by U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
April 17 (Friday)






Union, CT


Source to Sea Expedition Launch Ceremony and Paddle on Mashapaug Pond

(2 pm Ceremony)

Join The Last Green Valley and the CT Department of Environmental Protection for our opening ceremony and paddle on Mashapaug Pond in Bigelow Hollow State Park.  Learn about the unusual headwaters of the Quinebaug and Shetucket Rivers - because of dams and other man-made alterations to Mashapaug Pond, you can follow the water north to the Quinebaug River or south to Bigelow Brook, which flows eventually into the Shetucket River.  Both the Quinebaug and Shetucket Rivers come full circle again in Norwich, where they join to form the Thames River.  Easy, flatwater paddle on pond.  Pre-registration is required to paddle.  Must have own boat and equipment including life jacket worn at all times on the water.  For more information or to register for the paddle, call The Last Green Valley at 860-774-3300. 

Sponsored by CT Department of Environmental Protection and The Last Green Valley

Directions to Launch Ceremony: Take I-84 to Exit 73 or 74, then follow Route 190 to Route 171 east to the park entrance. 

April 18 (Saturday)

Connecticut – Opening Day of Fishing Season

Visit www.ct.gov/dep and click on “Outdoor Recreation” then “Fishing” to learn about special places like “Trout Parks” and licensing requirements for fishing in Connecticut. 
April 18 (Saturday)





Woodstock, CT


Fisherman’s Breakfast







(5 am – 8 am) 

The Bungay Fire Brigade will be serving a hearty buffet breakfast to fisherman and other early-rising members of the community.  $5 donation requested.   

Sponsored by Bungay Fire Brigade

Serving breakfast at Bungay Fire Brigade’s Station 77, 1256 Route 171, West Woodstock.  Woodstock 256 RTE 171 Woodstock 

April 18 (Saturday) 





N. Oxford, MA
The Wild French River:  Greenbriar Park Canoe/Kayak Launch Dedication and French River Paddle

(8:30 am Paddlers meet/shuttle; 9 am Dedication Ceremony, followed by French River Paddle)
Join the French River Connection and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for the dedication of a new car-top canoe and kayak launch at Greenbriar Park.  Then paddle with them on a 3-mile stretch from Greenbriar to Hodges Village Dam led by U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ ranger and naturalist Jean Hixson.  Jean will highlight the abundant wildlife found on this stretch of river.  Easy – moderate paddle with potentially swift moving water and obstructions in early spring.  Pre-registration is required to paddle.  Limited to 20 boats; paddlers must be at least 16 years old.  Must have own boat and equipment including life jacket worn at all times on the water.  Bring lunch and drinks; cameras, fishing poles and binoculars recommended.  For more information or to register for the paddle, contact Jean Hixson, Claudia.J.Hixson@usace.army.mil.
Sponsored  by U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, French River Connection, www.frenchriverconnection.org, and The Last Green Valley

Directions to Greenbriar for Dedication Ceremony:  From I-395, take exit 4B to Oxford Center.  At the first light (center of town) take a right.  Travel down Route 12 approximately 3 miles until you see a blinking yellow light and a sign on the right that reads:  Greenbriar Town Park.  Turn in and travel about 200 feet to see a dirt road on the left and a sign indicating a kayak launch.  Don’t drive down that road! Just park along the side of the grass and walk down.  The launch is about 150 feet from the head of the road.  
Directions and shuttle information for paddlers: Obtain from trip leader upon registration.  

April 18 (Saturday)


Brimfield-Holland-Sturbridge-Southbridge, MA

Grand Trunk Trail Regional Earth Day Cleanup

(9 am – Noon; Rain date April 19)
Join U.S. Army Corps of Engineer’s staff, Trail Committees from Brimfield, Sturbridge and Southbridge, the Grand Trunk Trailblazers, and an army of volunteers to help spruce up the Westville and East Brimfield sections of the Grand Trunk Trail, Westville Lake Park, and Lake Siog Park.  Meet at Westville Lake Park for 8:30 am registration.  Please bring work gloves and water bottle, and dress for the weather.  Pre-registration is requested to allow for proper planning and supplies.  Pizza lunch at noon for all volunteers!  For more information or to register contact Park Ranger Tom Chamberland at thomas.a.chamberland@usace.army.mil or phone 508-347-3705.     


Sponsored by U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Grand Trunk Trail Blazers 

Directions: Obtain upon registration. 
April 18 (Saturday)





Thompson, CT


Thompson Treasure Hunt 

(All Day)
Thompson residents put their unwanted “treasures” on their lawns with a “free” sign on them.  Participants can ride around Thompson, enjoying the scenery and finding “treasures” to take home.  For more information, contact Ida at 860-923-9052 or ThompsonEnvironment@gmail.com.  


Sponsored by Thompson Together Environment Committee

April 18 (Saturday)





Thompson, CT 


Thompson Shred Day

(9 am – Noon)
Participants may bring no more than two (2) average size boxes of confidential material to be 
shredded to Riverside Park.  For more information, contact Ida at 860-923-9052 orThompsonEnvironment@gmail.com.  

Sponsored by Thompson Together Environment Committee and Citizens National Bank

Directions to Riverside Park, N. Grosvenordale: Route 12 (Riverside Drive), across from the Thompson Town Hall.
April 18 (Saturday)





Willimantic, CT


Willimantic Whitewater Partnership Spring Volunteer Day 

Have you been waiting for a chance to get more involved with the Willimantic Whitewater Partnership (WWP)?  Here it is!  Please join WWP at their Bridge Street property to help clean up a section of the Willimantic River and improve the future site of their planned downtown whitewater park.  Email meg.ruta@gmail.com for more information or to register. 

Sponsored by Willimantic Whitewater Partnership

Location:   Bridge Street, Willimantic, CT

April 20 (Monday)






Sturbridge, MA

Source to Sea Dinner at the Publick House Historic Inn

(5 – 7:30 pm)
Join The Last Green Valley for a festive evening at the Publick House Historic Inn.  $13 per person ($5 for children ages 4-13 years) includes an all-you-can-eat buffet dinner.  No reservations needed.  The Publick House will donate a portion of the evening’s proceeds to The Last Green Valley.  For more information, contact the Publick House at 1-800-Publick. 

Sponsored by The Last Green Valley and the Publick House Historic Inn

Directions to the Publick House:  The Publick House is located at 227 Main Street (Route 131), 
Sturbridge, MA, adjacent to the Town’s historic common. From Hartford, take exit 2 off I-84 East.  Follow to the right.  At stop sign, take a left at E&J Candy.  At the lights take a right onto Route 
131. The Publick House is on the right.  From Boston and Springfield, take exit 9 off the Mass. Pike (Route 90) to I-84. Take exit 3-b off I-84 to Route 20 West.  At the lights take a left onto Route 131. The Publick House is 1/2 mile on the right: 

April 22 (Wednesday)

39th Annual Earth Day

The first Earth Day was organized in 1970 to promote the ideas of ecology, encourage respect for life on earth, and highlight growing concern over pollution of the soil, air, and water. Earth Day is now observed in 140 nations with outdoor performances, exhibits, street fairs, and television programs that focus on environmental issues.
April 22 (Wednesday) 





Canterbury, CT


Backyard Water Wise Workshop

(7 – 8 pm)

What things can homeowners do to help make sure there is enough water for both people and nature?  Jean Pillo, Watershed Conservation Coordinator for the Eastern Connecticut Conservation District, will present a special workshop that will entertain, educate and hopefully inspire a new way to view your backyard.  Learn to save money and time by adopting sustainable, ecologically friendly landscaping concepts.  The public is welcome to attend this free workshop.  


Sponsored by Thames River Basin Partnership and Canterbury Public Library

Location:  Canterbury Public Library, 1 Municipal Drive, Canterbury, CT 

April 24 (Friday) 






Groton, CT
Informational Tour of Shennecossett Golf Course, a Certified Audubon International Sanctuary 

(Noon)

Learn how and why Shennecossett Golf Course became an Audubon International Cooperative 
Sanctuary.  Eric Morrison, Superintendent, will describe the process for developing and implementing an environmentally-sound management plan for wildlife and habitat management practices, water conservation, water quality management, chemical use reduction and safety, and 
outreach and education to both employees and golf course patrons.  Children 12+ are welcome. Stroller and wheelchair accessible, flat, easy, paved walk.  For more information, contact Eric Morrision at 860-445-6912.

Sponsored by Groton Parks and Recreation Department

Directions to Presentation Location: Shore Avenue, Groton, CT.  Next to the Thames River and across from hole 16 and the 17th tee on the Shennecossett Golf Course. 

April 25 (Saturday)





Thompson, CT

French River Cleanup 


(7:30 am – 1 pm)

Registration, coffee and doughnuts at Valley Springs Sportsmen’s Club.  After registration, 
volunteers will go to assigned locations to clean in and beside the French River in Thompson.  Lunch provided.  For more information, contact Ida at 860-923-9052 or ThompsonEnvironment@gmail.com.  

Sponsored by Thompson Together Environment Committee

Directions to Valley Springs Sportsmen’s Club: From Route 395, take Exit 99.  Follow Route 200 toward N. Grosvenordale, and bear right onto Buckley Hill Road.  Immediately after the first stop sign, turn right onto Valley Spring Road and proceed to the end. 

April 25 (Saturday)





Holland - Brimfield, MA
Quinebaug River National Canoe Trail Ceremony and Paddle 

(8:30 am Paddlers meet/shuttle; 9 am Ceremony, followed by Quinebaug River Paddle)

Join us at Lake Siog Recreation Area for the Quinebaug River kickoff ceremony and paddle a nationally-designated recreational canoe trail.  Lake Siog is also known as Holland Pond.  Easy 6 mile paddle but potentially swift moving water in early spring.  Pre-registration is required to paddle.  Limited to 20 boats; paddlers must be at least 12 years old, children younger than 12 welcome in same boat as parent.  Must have own boat and equipment including life jacket worn at all times on the water. For more information or to register for the paddle, contact David Cole, davcole550@aol.com or 508-869-3125 (before 9:00 pm).

Sponsored by U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Appalachian Mountain Club, Worcester Chapter, and The Last Green Valley

Directions to Lake Siog for Ceremony:  From Brimfield Center, go 3.5 miles on Holland Road then left on Dug Hill Road.  From Holland Center, go 0.75 miles on Brimfield Road, then right on Dug Hill Road. Follow Dug Hill Rd to bottom of hill and park entrance will be on the left.   

Directions and shuttle information for paddlers:  Obtain from trip leader upon registration. 

April 25 (Saturday)





Holland - Brimfield, MA



Source to Sea 5K Trail Race


(10 am)

Participants will run a 5K course originating at the trail head on Five Bridge Road, passing by canoe rest stop #3, utilizing sections of the Grand Trunk Trail and Trolley Trail.  Registration fee of $10 before 4/17/09 or $15 on race day.  Race proceeds will go towards further trail restoration efforts of the Brimfield Trail Committee.  Course is mostly flat with a gravel surface. Pre-registration is suggested.  Free t-shirts to first 50 registrants.  For more information or to register, visit www.brimfieldtrail.org.  

Sponsored by Brimfield Trail Committee

Directions:  From Sturbridge, take Route 20 west into Brimfield.  Take second left on Five Bridge Road.  The trail head is located approximately 1 mile after the yellow gate on the left.  From Brimfield Center, take Route 20 east.  After Athens Pizza, take 1st right on Holland Road.  After 1.5 miles, turn left on Five Bridge Road.  The trail head is approximately 1 mile on the right.  
April 25 (Saturday) 





Woodstock - Eastford, CT

The Still River Marsh Preserve
(10 am – noon)
Explore the Still River Marsh on foot and if water levels are high enough, by boat, and learn about the importance of large wetlands for breeding waterfowl and other species habitat as well as the significance of wetlands to people.  Easy 1 hour walk, and if possible, 1 hour paddle on water (otherwise, 2 hours on land).  Easy, flatwater paddle through marsh.  Limited to 10 boats; paddlers must be at least 12 years old with a parent or guardian.  Must have own boat and equipment including life jacket worn at all times on the water.  Pre-registration is required. For more information or to register, contact Holly Drinkuth at hdrinkuth@tnc.org or 860-774-9600.   

Sponsored by The Nature Conservancy

Directions to Still River Marsh Preserve: From I-84, take Exit 73 (CT 190) towards Union, CT.  Turn right at the top of the ramp and take CT 190 for 1.9 miles.  Turn right on Bigelow Hollow Road (CT 171), go through Bigelow Hollow, and stay right on CT 171 at the junction with CT 197.   Turn left on Center Pike Road across from the Eastford Baptist Church.  Road name changes to Old Turnpike at the Woodstock town line.  Parking is available along the road near the marsh.  OR

From the intersection of CT 44 and CT 198, take CT 198 north approximately 3 miles.  Turn left on CT 171, go approximately 2 miles to Center Pike Road and follow directions above.   
April 25 (Saturday)





Putnam, CT 


Putnam Earth Day Clean-Up


(9 am – noon)

The Putnam Business Association is organizing the 1st annual Earth Day Clean-Up, a town wide effort to make Putnam a nicer place to live.  Organizations, civic groups, and neighbors are encouraged to join the effort and adopt a clean up-site in your area.  For more information, or to start a clean-up “crew” or adopt a site, please contact Dot Burnworth, 860-963-7807 or dot@sawmillpottery.com.

Sponsored by Putnam Business Association

April 26 (Saturday)





Brooklyn, CT 

Brooklyn Earth Day Event – Davis Forest Trail Hike and Clean Up

(2 – 3 pm)

Come on out and get some exercise walking along one of Brooklyn’s hidden treasures.  An hour long guided hike of the Davis Forest will highlight some of the history and nature of the Quinebaug River.  Have a good time while helping us keep our trails clean!   Trail maps available at www.brooklynct.org/  go to: Departments – Conservation Commission.

For more information, contact Jeannine Noel at evanjeannine@yahoo.com.

Sponsored by Brooklyn Conservation Commission
Directions:  At the intersection of Route 6 and Allen Hill Road in Brooklyn, head south on Allen Hill for 0.9 miles to South Street. Turn left on South Street and go 0.6 miles to Salmon Drive.  Turn right on Salmon Drive and go 0.5 miles to grass parking area (through curb cut).  Meet at trail head.   
April 26 (Sunday)






Sturbridge - Southbridge, MA
Lions Club Canoe Race on the Quinebaug River and Festival at Westville Lake

(9 am Registration)

Take a wild ride on the Quinebaug River during the Lions Club’s annual canoe race from Turner’s Field in Sturbridge to Westville Lake Recreation Area in Southbridge.  The race course includes a short but exciting stretch of Class III or Class IV rapids, depending on water levels. Must have own boat and equipment including life jacket worn at all times on the water.  Pre-registration and fee required for the race.  Refreshments available at the Westville Lake Festival.  For more information, contact Dale Favreau, favreauDL@aol.com.  Race applications are available online at www.angelfire.com/ma3/sturbridgelions/home.html.

Sponsored by U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Sturbridge Lions Club

Registration and drop-off at Turner’s Field, behind the Millyard Marketplace in Fiskdale.  Vehicles must then be parked at Westville Lake Recreation Area.   
April 26 (Sunday)






Oxford – Webster, MA
French River Paddle
(9 am – 1 pm)

Join the French River Connection on a leisurely springtime paddle from Hodges Village to Webster North Village.  Explore several coves and enjoy wildlife emerging from winter.  It’s a 6 mile paddle which may have some quick water in early spring.  Pre-registration is required.  Limited to 20 boats; paddlers must be at least 18 years old. Must have own boat and equipment including life jacket worn at all times on the water.  Bring lunch and drinks; cameras and binoculars recommended.  For more information or to register, contact Alan Dabrowski at dabrowski@charter.net.  

Sponsored by French River Connection, www.frenchriverconnection.org.

Directions and shuttle information: Obtain from trip leader upon registration. 

April 26 (Sunday) 






Ashford, CT


Church Farm Scramble

(10 am – noon)
A brief uphill scramble will bring us to brooks and wetlands.  Led by a renowned botanist and 
wetlands expert, hikers will discuss and explore the importance of wetlands on the water quality of the drainage basin and tributaries of the Thames River watershed.  This moderately-difficult walk will take participants over 1.5 – 2 miles of swampy and hilly terrain.  Good hiking shoes recommended.  For more information, contact Gail Chernosky at 860-429-9005 or birdeye123@earthlink.net.

Sponsored by Joshua’s Trust and Ashford Conservation Commission

Directions to Church Farm:  From Mansfield Center, take Route 89, traveling past the stop light at the intersection with Mt. Hope Road.  Stay on Route 89 for a total of 5.9 miles until you see on the 
left the imposing yellow farm house with a pond.  Parking is across the street. 
April 29 (Wednesday)





Willimantic, CT 

From the Garage to the Water: Everything You Wanted to Know About Kayaking

(7 pm) 

Kayakers and would-be kayakers – you’re invited!  Columbia Canoe Club presents Sue Audette, owner of Water Works Canoe Co. and former member of the US Team.  She will deliver a multi-media presentation to make every level of paddler more successful.  Open to the public, donation to the club appreciated.
Sponsored by Columbia Canoe Club

Location:  French Club, Club Rd., (off Rt.66) Willimantic, near the Willimantic Country Club 

May 2 (Saturday) 






Tolland – Mansfield, CT

Upper Willimantic River Paddle

(Mid-morning – early afternoon)

Canoe or kayak down this beautiful stretch of river for approximately 8 miles from Tolland to River Park in Mansfield.  Mostly flatwater, with some quick water/Class I.  Pre-registration is required.  Limited to 20 boats; paddlers must be at least 16 years old.  Must have own boat and equipment including life jacket worn at all times on the water.  Bring lunch and drinks; cameras and binoculars recommended.  For paddling maps and water-level information, visit www.willimanticriver.org.  For more information or to register, call Betty Robinson at 860-429-3206.      

Sponsored by Willimantic River Alliance and Appalachian Mountain Club, CT Chapter 

Directions:  Obtain from trip leader upon registration.

May 2 (Saturday)





Southbridge, MA – Thompson, CT 
Quinebaug River Paddle – Southbridge to Fabyan
(7:30 am Paddlers meet/shuttle; 8:00 am Paddle)

Paddle from Southbridge to the Fabyan Canoe Launch in Thompson, CT on a quick moving stretch of water.  This segment is approximately 6 miles long, mostly quickwater/Class I, with some Class II water.  There is one portage at W. Dudley Road (also known as Paper Mill Road), where the Dudley Quinebaug Rail Trail Committee will assist paddlers and provide an historic and environmental overview of Dudley’s place in the watershed.  Pre-registration is required.  Limited to 20 boats; paddlers must be at least 16 years of age.  Must have own boat and equipment including life jacket worn at all times on the water.  For more information or to register, contact Ken Pickren, kenpickren@charter.net.  

Sponsored by Appalachian Mountain Club, Worcester Chapter and Dudley Quinebaug Rail Trail Committee. 

Directions: Obtain from trip leader upon registration.


May 2
(Saturday)






Thompson, CT

Quinebaug River Paddle (Fabyan to W. Thompson), Water Trail Dedication, and Family Fun Event at West Thompson Lake

(9:30 am 2nd leg Paddlers meet/shuttle; 10 am Ceremony, followed by 2nd leg of Paddle; 11 am – 3 pm Family Fun Event)
Join paddlers from Southbridge on the second leg of the day, from Fabyan to the Overlook Picnic Shelter on W. Thompson Lake, as we dedicate a new segment of water trail!  Participants will enjoy a leisurely paddle of approximately 6.5 miles long, mostly flatwater with some quickwater/Class I segments, that should take about 3 hours.  Park rangers will point out different species of vegetation as well as any wildlife viewing along the way. At the Overlook Picnic Shelter, the public will be able to view exhibits provided by partner organizations related to water quality, local history, fisheries, and water safety.  Pre-registration is required to paddle but not for the Family Fun Event.  Limited to 20 boats; paddlers must be at least 12 years old with a parent or guardian.  Must have own boat and equipment including life jacket worn at all times on the water.  Bring snacks and drinks if desired.  For more information or to register, contact Cathy Dunlap of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers at W. Thompson Lake, 860-923-2982.  

Sponsored by Appalachian Mountain Club, Worcester Chapter, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Town of Thompson

Directions to Overlook Picnic Shelter for Family Fun Day:  From Route 395, take Exit 99 toward Thompson/N. Grosvenordale.  Turn into CT 200/E. Thompson Hill Road.  Turn right at CT 193/Thompson Road.  Continue to follow W. Thompson Road.  Drive over the dam and take a right after the white garages to drive down to the Overlook Picnic Shelter.  Park in the gravel parking lot directly in front of the picnic shelter.   

Directions and shuttle information for paddlers:  Obtain from trip leader upon registration.

May 2 (Saturday)






Webster, MA




Perryville Trace Walk


(10 am - 11 am)

Participants will greet paddlers coming down the French River and landing at Perryville.  After a short history of the Perryville area and an introduction to the French River Greenway, participants will take a leisurely one mile round-trip stroll on the new Perryville Trace.  The terrain is a flat, natural trail.  Leashed dogs are welcome.  For more information, contact Ken Parker at ken.parker@charter.net. 

Sponsored by French River Connection, www.frenchriverconnection.org
 Directions to Perryville Trace:  From Route 395, take Exit 1 towards Webster, go 1 mile on Lake Parkway, then left on School Street for 1 mile and right on Perryville Road to the railroad.  Note: There is no access from the Dudley side due to a bridge closure.

May 2
(Saturday)






Mansfield, CT

Backyard Water Wise Workshop

(10 am – 11 am)

What things can homeowners do to help make sure there is enough water for both people and nature?  Jean Pillo, Watershed Conservation Coordinator for the Eastern Connecticut Conservation District, will present a special workshop that will entertain, educate and hopefully inspire a new way to view your backyard.  Learn to save money and time by adopting sustainable, ecologically friendly landscaping concepts.  This is a free workshop, but please register by calling Virginia Walton at 860-429-3333. 

Sponsored by Thames River Basin Partnership

Directions to Council Chambers, Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building, 4 South Eagleville Rd. (Route 275), Storrs - Mansfield CT:  
From the north, follow I-91 South to Hartford. In Windsor, take Exit 35 onto I-291 West.

Continue (go over Bisell Bridge) to I-84 East to Exit 68. Take Route 195 South and continue on 
this road for about 7 miles. (You will cross over both Route 32 and Route 44 and drive through the University of Connecticut campus.) South Eagleville Road will be your first right after the 
campus ends; the Town Hall is the first driveway on your right.

From eastern Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Maine, take I-84 to Exit 68. Turn left onto Route 195 and continue for about 6 miles to campus. Take Route 195 South and continue on this road for about 7 miles. (You will cross over both Route 32 and Route 44 and drive through the University of Connecticut campus.) South Eagleville Road will be your first right after the campus ends; the Town Hall is the first driveway on your right.

From southeastern Connecticut, take Route 32 and continue north to Willimantic. At Willimantic, follow the signs for Route 195 for about 6 miles into Mansfield. You will cross Route 6 just after entering Mansfield. South Eagleville Road is on your left, just before the campus of the University of Connecticut. the Town Hall is the first driveway on your right.

From other points south, follow I-91 North to Hartford and take Exit 29 which connects with I-84 East. Continue on I-84 East to Exit 68. Take Route 195 South and continue on this road for about 7 miles. (You will cross over both Route 32 and Route 44 and drive through the University of Connecticut campus.) South Eagleville Road will be your first right after the campus ends; the Town Hall is the first driveway on your right.

From the west, follow I-84 East/West to Exit 68. Take Route 195 South and continue on this road for about 7 miles. (You will cross over both Route 32 and Route 44 and drive through the 
University of Connecticut campus.) South Eagleville Road will be your first right after the campus ends; the Town Hall is the first driveway on your right.

May 3 – 9


National Drinking Water Week

For more than 30 years, the American Water Works Association and its members and partner organizations have celebrated Drinking Water Week – a unique opportunity for both water professionals and the communities they serve to join together to recognize the vital role water plays in our daily lives.

May 3 (Sunday)






Mansfield, CT


Meet the Mt. Hope River 


(1 pm)
Participants will take a walk to observe the plants and animals living along this beautiful stretch of river.  We may spot some early wildflowers and see some returning resident birds.  This easy walk on a natural trail will take about 1 hour and cover about 1 mile.  Cameras and binoculars are recommended.  Children 4+ are welcome with a parent or guardian.  For more information, 
contact Susan Harrington at hoopoe@sbcglobal.net.   

Sponsored by Mansfield Parks Advisory Committee

Directions to Mt. Hope Park: From the junction with Route 195, follow Route 89 east for 3.4 miles; Mt. Hope Park is on the right, look for small parking lot. 
May 4 (Monday) 






Woodstock, CT


Backyard Water Wise Workshop

(7 – 8 pm)

What things can homeowners do to help make sure there is enough water for both people and nature?  Jean Pillo, Watershed Conservation Coordinator for the Eastern Connecticut Conservation District, will present a special workshop that will entertain, educate and hopefully inspire a new way to view your backyard.  Learn to save money and time by adopting sustainable, ecologically friendly landscaping concepts.  The public is welcome to attend this free workshop.  

Sponsored by Thames River Basin Partnership and Woodstock Garden Club


Location:  Woodstock Town Hall, 415 Route 169, Woodstock, CT 06281

May 9 (Saturday)






Thompson, CT 
Wild Edibles Excursion on the Quinebaug River in West Thompson
(9 am Paddlers meet/shuttle; 10:30 am Paddle; 2 pm Walk; 3:30 pm final Paddle segment)

Join wild foods enthusiast and expert forager Russ Cohen for an educational paddle and walk on and along the Quinebaug River in search of wild foraged goodies.  Participants have the option of paddling in the morning, joining for the afternoon walk, or doing both.  Paddlers will meet at the Fabyan Boat Launch in W. Thompson to shuttle cars and learn about foraging and edible species encountered at the put-in.  The paddlers will stop several times as they travel downstream to learn about edible plants growing along the waters’ edge.  There will also be a lunch break (no actual restroom facilities) somewhere along the way.   Participants should bring lunch and drinks, but this will be supplemented by some wild foraged goodies.  The paddlers will then continue down river until they reach the point where Old West Thompson Road runs into W. Thompson Lake, where the paddlers will disembark and meet the walkers at 2 pm for a 90-minute foraging walk (port-a-john nearby).  The walk will cover 1-2 miles over old roads and pathways over gentle terrain; walkers may want to wear long pants to protect against thorns and ticks, and shoes they don’t mind getting wet and muddy.  The paddlers will then get back into the boats and paddle to the take-out at the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers boat ramp on the eastern side of W. Thompson Lake.  Paddling participants will cover approximately 6.5 miles of mostly flatwater with some quickwater/Class I segments.  Pre-registration is required for the paddling segment but not the walk.  Limited to 20 boats; paddlers must be at least 12 years old with a parent or guardian.  Must have own boat and equipment including life jacket worn at all times on the water.  Paddlers should be prepared for cold and potentially windy conditions, and for getting your feet wet.  Bring lunch and drinks.  For more information or to register, contact Thompson Recreation Department at 860-923-9440.   

Sponsored by Thompson Trails Committee and Thompson Recreation Department

Directions to the walk (2 pm):  From Route 12 in Thompson, head west on W. Thompson Road (CT 193) approximately 1.5 miles to its intersection with Ravanelle Road.  Park next to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers gate on Ravanelle Road, located across from the Messier Road intersection, and just north of its intersection with W. Thompson Road.  

Directions and shuttle information for paddlers:  Obtain from trip leader upon registration. 

May 9 (Saturday) 






W. Thompson – Pomfret, CT

Quinebaug River Paddle – W. Thompson Lake to Putnam to Pomfret 101
(9 am Paddlers meet/shuttle; 10 am 1st leg Paddle; 1 pm 2nd leg Paddle)
Join The Last Green Valley as we paddle from W. Thompson to Putnam in the morning (meeting up with French River paddlers at the confluence), then paddle from Putnam to Route 101 in Pomfret after lunch.  Refreshments will be provided at the put-out location in Pomfret.  The first paddling segment is a short, 2-mile flatwater stretch to Putnam.  The second segment is approximately 6 miles long with some Class I water.  Pre-registration is required for each segment. Limited to 20 boats; paddlers must be at least 12 years old with a parent or guardian.  Must have own boat and equipment including life jacket worn at all times on the water.  Bring lunch and drinks.  For more information or to register, contact The Last Green Valley at 860-774-3300.

Sponsored by The Last Green Valley, French River Connection, Pomfret Historical Society and Pomfret Conservation Commission  

Directions and shuttle information: Obtain from trip leader upon registration.

May 9 (Saturday)







Putnam, CT

Putnam Quinebaug River Appreciation Day

Putnam’s events celebrate the town’s past, present and future association with the Quinebaug River as a source of power to run our mills, generate electricity, provide recreational opportunities and aesthetic values.  Enjoy a variety of events at the water’s edge.  For more information about any of the events, please contact Douglas Cutler at douglas_cutler@hotmail.com
Coordinated and sponsored by Town of Putnam with additional sponsorship by Putnam Rotary Club, Putnam Aubuchon’s and Wheelabrator Putnam Inc.

Annual Noe Poulin Youth Fishing Derby 

(Registration 8 – 9 am; Fishing Derby 9 am – noon)

For children 15 years and under.  Held in Rotary Park.

Sponsored by Putnam Rotary Club

Charlie Moore “The Mad Fisherman”

(11 am – 1 pm)

Meet noted fisherman and TV personality Charlie Moore. 

Rotary Park

Sponsored by Putnam Aubuchon’s

Water Treatment Plant Tours

(11 am – 1 pm)
Tour the Putnam Water Treatment Plant, 36 Peake Brooke Road, Woodstock.

Sponsored by Town of Putnam

River Mills Heritage Walking Tour
(Noon – 1 pm) 
The River Mills Heritage Trail threads its way for 2 miles around the Quinebaug River, linking together 6 historic mills and 2 other historic buildings (Morse Mansion and Putnam Town Hall).  Led by Bill Pearsall, Municipal Historian, this walk will give participants a better sense of the historical contributions made by Putnam’s River Mills – our first industries and early foundation.  Participants will cover approximately 2 miles of easy, paved trail.  Bring your camera!   

Meet at Simonzi Park

Sponsored by Town of Putnam

Tour Wheelabrator Putnam’s Ash Landfill
(10 am – 2 pm)

Celebrate Wheelabrator Putnam’s 10th Anniversary.  Join Wheelabrator for an open house and tours of the Putnam Ash Residue Landfill.  Shuttle buses will run every 15 minute from Rotary Park to the Putnam Landfill.   Free food and refreshments – hamburgers, hot dogs and soda, plus a free raffle with great prizes!

Sponsored by Wheelabrator Putnam Inc. 

May 9
(Saturday)






Woodstock, CT
Reminiscing at Roseland Lake

(10 am – 4 pm)
Celebrate historic Roseland Park and learn about Woodstock’s natural and cultural resource protection and restoration strategies at this mini-festival.  Lots of hands-on activities for kids.   A Photographic History of the Park tour will start the day.  Bring your own boat (life jacket worn at all times on the water) to paddle around Roseland Lake.  A limited number of rental boats (kayaks and paddle boats) will be available to rent for $5/ half hour.  Contact Tony at nahaco@aol.com to reserve your time.  Enjoy live music, a magic show, the playground, walking trails, and picnic facilities at Roseland Park.  Restrooms (port-a-johns) available.  Leashed dogs are welcome.   For more information, contact Jean Pillo, jean.pillo@conservect.org. or visit http://www.woodstockconservation.org/documents/roselandparkmay9event.pdf for the complete agenda. 

Co-Sponsored by Woodstock Conservation Commission, Eastern CT Conservation District, Woodstock Recreation Committee and Friends of Roseland 

Directions:  From Putnam, take Route 171 to Woodstock.  At the traffic light, turn right onto Stonebridge Road.  At the stop sign, turn left on to Roseland Park Road.  Roseland Park is less than 1 mile on the right. 

May 9
(Saturday)






Eastford, CT

Streambank Hike on Bigelow Brook

(10:30 am – noon; Rain date May 10)
Bigelow Brook is similar to many small rivers used as mill sites in the mid-1800s.  We will follow the brook south, crossing the many small streams that drain into Bigelow from the uplands.  Various wildflowers and other plants will be seen along with an old stand of hemlock and numerous stone walls.  Participants will cover approximately 2 miles of flat, natural trails at a moderate pace.  Children over 12 are welcome with a parent.  For more information, contact Anne Latham at 860-974-1610.


Sponsored by Eastford Conservation & Historic Preservation Commission

Directions:  From the intersection of Routes 44 and 89, travel east on Rt. 44 for 2.1 miles.  Turn left onto North Road.  At 1 mile, turn right on Floeting Road (becomes Ashford Road).  The trailhead is 2.3 miles from Rt. 44 at a bridge crossing Bigelow Brook.  Park past bridge at intersection of Ashford and Westford Roads. 

May 9 (Saturday)                                                        

Ledyard/Gales Ferry, CT 

Aquifers, Swamps, Watersheds, and the Thames River, a Tidal Estuary 

Join the Avalonia Land Conservancy for four separate but inter-related programs focusing on our water resources.  For more information, contact Joellen Anderson at 860-445-2563. 

Sponsored by Avalonia Land Conservancy, Inc., www.avalonialandconservancy.org
Aquifer Protection in Southeastern CT
(9:30 am – 10:30 am)

The Southeastern CT Water Authority will discuss the importance of aquifer protection and what each of us can do to protect our drinking water supply.  Easy walk, stroller and wheelchair accessible.  Children welcome with parents.  Meet at Christy Hill Playground, East Drive, Ledyard, CT.

Explore Pine Swamp Wildlife Corridor – Program 1

(10:30 am – noon)
The Denison Pequotsepos Nature Center will lead a hands-on family program exploring the adjacent swamp on the Pine Swamp Wildlife Corridor property owned by Avalonia Land Conservancy.  Look for birds, amphibians, and other creatures that inhabit the area and take a closer look at wetland plants.  Easy walk on a nature trail.  Please dress for a little mud. Suitable for children with parents, but trail is not suitable for strollers.  Please, no dogs on this nature preserve program.  Meet at Pine Swamp Wildlife Corridor, Hillside Drive entrance, Ledyard, CT.  

Explore Pine Swamp Wildlife Corridor – Program 2

(10:30 am – noon (concurrent program))

Further along the same Pine Swamp Wildlife Corridor trail, Mike Goodwin, former Trout Unlimited president, will be looking for invertebrates in the Pine Swamp Brook to determine the health of the stream using CT DEP rapid bio assessment methodology.  Wear your boots, join in, and help collect and identify samples.  Mike will also discuss stream energy systems, the value of leaves and other debris in the water and their role as food providers for millions of critters from bacteria to fungi to invertebrates to fish who live in our streams.  Easy walk on a nature trail.  Please dress for a little mud. Suitable for children with parents, but trail is not suitable for strollers.  Please, no dogs on this nature preserve program.  Meet at Pine Swamp Wildlife Corridor, Hillside Drive entrance, Ledyard, CT.  
Explore the Waters of Mill Cove 
(1 pm – 3:30 pm)
Project Oceanology will explore the water in Mill Cove where the freshwater brooks in this watershed meet the Thames River, a tidal estuary.  They will be using seining nets and dip nets to catch and identify the critters that live in this estuary type environment.  Project Oceanology will also be conducting simple water chemistry tests to determine salinity, dissolved oxygen, density, pH, carbon dioxide and temperature of the water in Mill Cove.  These tests will help determine the relative water health of Mill Cove.  Easy walk, stroller and wheelchair accessible.  Children welcome with parents.  Meet at Erickson Park, Military Highway, Gales Ferry, CT. 

May 9 (Saturday)






Putnam – Killingly, CT
Five Mile River Paddle

(9 am Paddlers meet/shuttle; 10 am First-leg paddle; 1 pm Second-leg paddle)

Rain date May 17

Join the Killingly Conservation Commission as we paddle and explore the Five Mile River from Route 44 to Warsaw Pond in the morning. After lunch, the paddle continues from Route 101 Dayville (at the Killingly Commons) to Danielson, near where the Five Mile meets the Quinebaug River.  The first paddling segment is a 4-mile flatwater stretch to Warsaw Pond.  The second segment is about 2.5 miles long, where paddlers will experience one of the scenic water access opportunities in the downtown area.  Pre-registration is required for each segment.  Limited to 20 boats.  Paddlers must be at least 12 years old, with a parent or guardian.  Must have own boat and equipment, including life jacket worn at all times on the water.  (If people are willing to bring along an additional person, we will try to find space for those without a boat.)  Bring lunch and drinks.  For more information, or to register, contact Ed Eramian at Edward.eramian@gmail.com or cell phone: (401) 742-8411 or contact Jan Mailloux at maillouxjan@yahoo.com or phone (860) 774-7948.

Sponsored by Killingly Conservation Commission and The Last Green Valley

Directions and shuttle information:  Obtain from trip leader upon registration. 

May 10 (Sunday) 






Pomfret – Brooklyn, CT

Quinebaug River Paddle – Pomfret to Brooklyn

(9 am
Paddlers meet/shuttle)

Celebrate Mother’s Day by paddling with your mom on a nice 5 mile stretch from Route 101 in Pomfret, CT to Riverside Park in Brooklyn, CT.  This segment does contain some Class I quickwater and Mom needs to be prepared for a very challenging portage around a dam.  Pre-registration is required.  Limited to 20 boats; paddlers must be at least 16 years old with a parent or guardian.  Must have own boat and equipment including life jacket worn at all times on the water.  For more information or to register, contact The Last Green Valley at 860-774-3300.

Sponsored by The Last Green Valley

Directions and shuttle information:  Obtain from trip leader upon registration.
May 10 (Sunday) 






Brooklyn, CT

Explore the Riverside Property


(Noon)

Join paddlers arriving from Pomfret and the Brooklyn Conservation Commission for a guided walk about the importance of the Riverside Property from a conservation perspective – habitat improvements, stormwater management, and riparian buffer, and discuss ways to realize its recreational potential.   For more information, contact Holly Drinkuth at hdrinkuth@tnc.org or 860-774-9600.

Sponsored by Brooklyn Conservation Commission

May 16 (Saturday)






Thompson, CT

Quaddick Lake Paddle
(10 am); Rain date May 17 (Sunday)
Come explore beautiful Quaddick Lake.  Paddle from Quaddick State Park to the north end of the lake, which remains in pristine condition, surrounded by state forest land.  Return to the state park for refreshments and an educational session. Then join us again, if you choose, to enjoy a leisurely paddle to the south end of the lake and back.   Pre-registration is required.  Limited to 20 boats; children under 12 welcome in the same craft as a parent.  Must have own boat and equipment including life jacket worn at all times on the water.  For more information or to register, contact Shirley Rafferty at 508-579-4350 or shirleyrafferty@charter.net.

Sponsored by Quaddick Lake Association

Directions:  Obtain from trip leader upon registration. 

May 16 (Saturday)






Sterling – Plainfield, CT

Moosup River Paddle

(9 am & 10:30 am)

Paddle a quiet section of the Moosup River.  From the Sterling Community Building, paddlers will head up river and wind through state land.  The trip will cover 1-3 miles and will last from 1.5 to 3 hours, depending on the interests of the group.  Beavers, geese, ducks, wildflowers, and heron are part of the scenery.  A limited number of canoes are available to borrow, and some instruction will be provided.  Pre-registration is required.  Limited to 20 boats; children under 12 welcome if paddling in same canoe as parent.  For more information or to register, contact Myra Ambrogi at Plainfield Recreation, 860-564-1819 or mambrogi@plainfieldct.org.

Sponsored by Plainfield and Sterling Recreation Department  

Directions:  Obtain from trip leader upon registration.

[image: image2.jpg]


 
May 16 (Saturday)






Killingly, CT
Killingly River Fun Race Day

(Check in and day-of registration 7 am – 8 am; Mandatory pre-race meeting at 8:15 am; Race starts at 9 am)

This inaugural event celebrates the Quinebaug River Trail and the Source to Sea Expedition.  Our race will be fun and challenging for everyone!  Enter a team of up to 5 members or, for those weekend warriors, try it solo.  This sprint style relay race will have a mass start including the following disciplines: .7 mile run, 2 mile paddle (kayak or canoe, you choose, 1-2 team members allowed for this leg), 1mile ‘just wheels’ (skateboard, rollerblade, or a non motorized scooter) and a 1mile bike.

 All teams and solo participants must provide their own equipment for all disciplines of this relay race. 

The first team or solo competitor across the finish line will take home a $100.00 cash prize “Just for the FUN of it!”   A coast guard approved PFD and a helmet must be worn for participants performing the kayak/canoe leg of the race.  In addition, helmets are mandatory for the bike and ‘just wheels’ portion of the race.  You must be 12 years old to participate and anyone under the age of 18 must have a signed parent waiver form.   T-shirts will be given to all pre-registered participants and will be available to purchase the day of the event.  Day-of registration will be available only if our pre-registration minimum of 4 teams has been met.  (Status updates for day of registration please call 860-779-5390)

Prices:  Pre-Registration fee - $25.00 per team.   (Closes April 30th @ 4:30 PM)  

Day-of Registration fee:  $35.00 per team.  (4 teams or solo participants must be pre-registered for us to hold day of registrations).  Checks are made payable to Killingly Parks and Recreation.  Payment methods are cash or check.  For day of event registration status updates, call 860-779-5390 or visit www.killinglyct.gov. For more information, contact: Killingly Parks and Recreation, 185 Broad Street, Danielson, CT  06239, 860-779-5390, killingly.rec.dept@snet.net. 

Sponsored by Killingly Parks & Recreation and Economic Development Departments

Venue:  Danielson Little League Fields Complex and Wayne Lafreniere Canoe Launch (across the street from Delta Rubber), 39 Wauregan Road, Danielson, CT.  Directions: From Route 6, go south on Route 12 to the River Trail Boat launch parking area.

May 16 (Saturday)






Killingly – Plainfield, CT
Quinebaug River Paddle – Killingly to Plainfield and Water Trail Dedication
(8 am Ceremony (revised time); 11 am Paddlers meet/shuttle; noon Paddle)

Before participating in the Killingly River Fun Race, we will be dedicating a new water trail segment and then paddling through one of the most scenic but challenging stretches of river to the Quinebaug Valley Trout Hatchery in Plainfield.   This segment winds through 5 or 6 miles of mostly Class I and some Class II waters.  Pre-registration is required.  Limited to 20 boats; paddlers must be at least 16 years old.  Must have own boat and equipment including life jacket worn at all times on the water.  For more information or to register, contact The Last Green Valley at 860-774-3300.

Sponsored by The Last Green Valley

Directions and shuttle information:  Obtain from trip leader upon registration.
May 16 (Saturday)






Plainfield, CT

Quinebaug Valley Fish Hatchery Tour

(2 pm)

Tour the hatchery with knowledgeable staff. 

Sponsored by CT Department of Environmental Protection
May 16 (Saturday)






Ashford, CT

Bakerwoods Family Day 

Rain date May 23

Spend a day at Bakerwoods exploring the watershed on a special property.  No dogs please.  For more information contact Nancy Discepolo at 860-487-1276 or nbakerwoods@sbcglobal.net.

Sponsored by Bakerwoods
Directions to Bakerwoods, 513 Bebbington Road, Ashford:  From Route 44, take Route 89 south to the first left, Bicknell Road.  Take Bicknell Road to the stop sign, go right on Bebbington Road.  Bakerwoods is the second drive on the left. 
Things That Float Your Boat 

(11 – 11:45 am) 

Children 3-12 years old will enjoy leaning how water flows as they follow the I Spy Gnome Trail along the stream and launch their toy boats.

Watershed Walk

(1 – 2 pm) 

Take a short hike on a natural trail to examine a small watershed divide, where water from a small stream heads in two different directions. 

Watershed Protection Strategies for the Landowner

(2:30 pm)

Learn about the importance of protecting land for drinking water supplies and about the tools that can be used to accomplish this goal.  Learn about placing land in trust, selling development rights, and state and federal programs designed to help landowners preserve their watershed.   

Native American Drumming by Northern Lights Drummers

(3:30 pm)  

Expressing Native American respect for the Creator’s provision of nature. 

May 16 (Saturday)






Mansfield, CT


Willimantic River Greenway Midriver Trail


(1 pm; Rain date May 17 (Sunday))

Enjoy a guided walk along a portion of the Willimantic River Greenway Midriver Trail.  Meet at Merrow Meadow Park and walk approximately 3-4 miles through the Spring Manor Trail, the village of Mansfield Depot, and Lynch Landing to River Park.  At registration, volunteers will be solicited to leave a car at River Park so individuals who only want to make the trip one way can get a ride back to Merrow Meadow.  Children ages 12 and older are welcome.  Registration is required.  For more information or to register, contact Jennifer Kaufman at Mansfield Parks and Recreation, 860-429-3015 x204 or KaufmanJs@mansfieldct.org.
Sponsored by Mansfield Parks Advisory Committee
Directions to Merrow Meadow:  From the intersection of Route 195 and Route 32, head south on Route 32 for 0.83 miles.  Turn right onto Merrow Road and go 0.01 miles.  Parking area entrance is on the left.  

May 16 (Saturday)






Mansfield-Storrs, CT

Land Use Academy – Basic Training Certificate Program

(8:30 am – 3 pm)

The Land Use Academy will be holding a full-day Basic Training Certificate Program for municipal land use decision makers.  The training provides instruction for local land use commissioners on the fundamental knowledge and skills needed to support sound decision making. The curriculum covers the roles, responsibilities and legal requirements of commissions as well as basic map reading techniques. Commissioners who complete all three courses earn a certificate to document their commitment to effective land use decision making.  There is a $20 registration fee for the training, with breakfast and lunch included.

For more information or to register, contact Rachael Cleveland at rachael.cleveland@uconn.edu, 860-345-5202, or visit http://clear.uconn.edu/lua/.
May 17 (Sunday) 






Plainfield, CT


Quinebaug Valley Fish Hatchery Tour


(9 am)


Tour the hatchery with knowledgeable staff. 


Sponsored by CT Department of Environmental Protection

May 17 (Sunday)






Plainfield - Canterbury, CT
Quinebaug River Paddle – Plainfield to Canterbury

(9 am Paddlers meet/shuttle)

Paddle a scenic stretch of the Quinebaug River from the Quinebaug Valley Fish Hatchery to Butts Bridge in Canterbury for 6-7 miles of mostly Class I, but some Class II water.  Pre-registration is required.  Limited to 20 boats; paddlers must be at least 16 years old.  Must have own boat and equipment including life jacket worn at all times on the water.  For more information or to register, contact The Last Green Valley at 860-774-3300.

Sponsored by The Last Green Valley


Directions and shuttle information:  Obtain from trip leader upon registration.
May 17 (Sunday)






Canterbury, CT

Canterbury Landing 

(Noon – 2 pm) 

A town celebration to connect with our River’s past, present and future.   Watch or take part in fly fishing demonstrations/lessons with Bugs on the Water and find out about fishing and equipment.  Listen to oral history about the river in days gone by when fishing, trapping and searching for artifacts was part of people’s daily lives.  See what you can do to improve the water quality in the Quinebaug River with presentations by The Last Green Valley and learn about the new Quinebaug River Water Trail in Canterbury.  Talk to members of the town Economic Development Commission about planning more recreational uses for the future.  Ask The Friends of the Quinebaug about activities to protect the river from developments that would harm it.  Food available from the Canterbury Lions Club.
Sponsored by Canterbury Economic Development, Friends of the Quinebaug, 

Town of Canterbury, Canterbury Lions Club, Canterbury Antiques, Bugs on the Water, and The Last Green Valley
Location:  Manship Park (Rt. 14 at the bridge)                    

May 17 (Sunday)






Coventry, CT


Source to Sea: Farm Surplus to the Ships


(2 pm)
Participants will walk down a farm path that served as the main road to the Norwich docks and learn about the farm market trade of eastern Connecticut, with a specific look at the Hale Family.  Easy 1.5 hours walk along the old road (flat, gravel) from Coventry to Norwich.  Suitable for children over 12.   For more information call 860-742-6917. 

Sponsored by Connecticut Landmarks

Nathan Hale Homestead is located at 2299 South Street, Coventry, CT.
May 23 (Saturday)






Willimantic - Sprague, CT
Natchaug and Shetucket River Paddle


(8 am Paddlers meet/shuttle)

We’ll be starting in Willimantic and paddling the Natchaug to its confluence with the Willimantic, then down the Shetucket River to Sprague.  This will be one of the longest flatwater paddling segments of the Expedition (approximately 10 miles), with some Class I segments.  Pre-registration is required.  Limited to 20 boats; paddlers must be at least 16 years old.  Must have own boat and equipment including life jacket worn at all times on the water.  Bring lunch and drinks.  For more information or to register, contact The Last Green Valley at 860-774-3300.

Sponsored by The Last Green Valley

Directions and shuttle information:  Obtain from trip leader upon registration.

May 24 (Sunday)






Canterbury – Norwich, CT
Quinebaug River Paddle –Canterbury to Norwich
(8 am Paddlers meet/shuttle)

The Quinebaug River and its dams increase in size and power on this stretch.  Challenging portages will limit the number of paddlers we are able to accommodate on this long segment. The plan is to paddle from Butts Bridge in Canterbury to Greeneville Dam in Norwich, approximately 11-12 miles of flatwater, quickwater (Class I) and, depending on water levels, the potential for Class II and Class III rapids.  Two difficult dams must be portaged.  Pre-registration is required.  Limited to 10 boats; hearty and experienced paddlers must be at least 18 years old.  Must have own boat and equipment including life jacket worn at all times on the water.  Bring lunch and drinks.  For more information or to register, contact The Last Green Valley at 860-774-3300.
Sponsored by The Last Green Valley

Directions and shuttle information:  Obtain from trip leader upon registration. 

May 25 (Monday)

Memorial Day

May 30 (Saturday)






Willimantic, CT
Willimantic Riverfest and Willimantic River Paddle

(10 am – 3 pm)

Lots of fun for everyone!  Family paddling on the Willimantic River from Eagleville Dam to Willimantic,  whitewater demonstrations by experts, music, and concessions.  Registration (on site, day of event) and own equipment is required to paddle this Class I stretch.  Restrooms available.  A nominal fee will be charged for insurance and a bus shuttle.  For more information, contact Roger Adams, 860-423-6389. 

Sponsored by The Chamber of Commerce, Windham Region, www.windhamchamber.com, and Willimantic Whitewater Partnership
Directions:  Meet at the CT Eastern Railroad Museum Parking Lot on Bridge Street, Route 32, Willimantic, CT.
May 30 (Saturday)






Franklin, CT


From Water Pipes to Toy Boats 

(9 am to noon)
Participants will see how water was used historically on a farm.  Learn how a wooden water pipe was made and drill with an auger; learn about water wheels and hand grind some corn; practice sharpening tools on a grindstone; learn about present day practices of contour planting; and make a toy wooden boat to float.  Admission fee of $2 per person ages 3 and up.  Stroller and wheelchair accessible.  For more information, please contact Sandy Staebner, 860-642-6413 or museum@blueslope.com.     
Sponsored by Blue Slope Country Museum
Directions to Blue Slope Country Museum, 138 Blue Hill Road, Franklin:  Take Route 87 to Old Route 87.  Go west on to Kahn Road, then south on Blue Hill Road. 
May 31 (Sunday)






Thompson, CT

History of Mills on the French River 


(Time tbd) 
Walk a paved and graveled path along the French River in N. Grosvenordale.  Learn about the history of mill development and its impact on the river with a local historian.  Stroller and wheelchair accessible.  Registration requested.  For more information or to register, contact Judy at 860-923-1852. 
Sponsored by Thompson Historical Society

Directions to North Grosvenordale Pond: Park at cul-de-sac behind Knights of Columbus, Route 12, North Grosvenordale. 
May 31 (Sunday)






Sprague, CT

Sprague River Festival 

(9 am – 3 pm; Rain date June 6)
Family fun at Sprague River Park!  Tubing, face painting, skateboarding, and other activities for kids, plus music, concessions, a Farmer’s Market from 10 am – 2 pm, and a scenic hike (see below).  Paddlers welcome!   Nominal admission fee, plus fee for tubing.  Children under 18 welcome to tube with parents.  For more information or to register for the event, contact Noreen Foley at noreenfoley@sbcglobal.net. 

Sponsored by Sprague Park & Recreation 

May 31 (Sunday)






Sprague, CT

Sprague Preservation Scenic Hike to Overlook
(10 am)
Hike about 1 mile through the wooded Sprague Preserve to a scenic high point providing a view of 15-20 miles toward the coast.  The hike passes by 40’ and 80’ waterfalls that are usually spectacular in the spring.  Moderate, hilly terrain.  Binoculars and camera recommended.   For more information, contact Donald Boushee, Sprague Conservation Commission, 860-822-9808 or donaldboushee@sbcglobal.net.

Sponsored by Sprague Conservation Commission
Directions:  Meet at Sprague River Park.
May 31 (Sunday)






Sprague – Norwich, CT
Shetucket River Paddle – Sprague to Norwich

(11 am Paddlers meet/shuttle; noon Paddle)

We’ll be paddling from Sprague to Norwich on a 6-7 mile flatwater stretch of river than includes a number of historic dams retrofitted with successful fish ladders.  Have your picture taken at the confluence of the Quinebaug and Shetucket Rivers!  Pre-registration is required.  Limited to 20 boats; paddlers must be at least 12 years old with a parent or guardian.  Must have own boat and equipment including life jacket worn at all times on the water.  Bring lunch and drinks.  For more information or to register, contact The Last Green Valley at 860-774-3300.

Sponsored by The Last Green Valley

Directions and shuttle information:  Obtain from trip leader upon registration.
April 24 – June 21






Willimantic, CT
The Mighty Willimantic: Water Powered Textile Mills Along the River from Stafford Springs to Willimantic 

(Times Vary)

Enjoy an exhibition of maps and photographs by Jamie Furness of Stafford Springs at the Windham Textile & History Museum, “The Mill Museum.”  Exhibit included with museum tour.  For more information call 860-456-2178.  
Sponsored by Windham Textile & History Museum

Mill Museum is located at 411 Main Street, Willimantic. 

June 1 – 30


National Rivers Month

June 1 – 30







Preston, CT


The Power of Our Waterways 

Enjoy a display at the public library of historic photographs and documents highlighting Preston’s historic relationship with our waterways, including shipbuilding on Poquetanuck Cove.  For more information, contact Gail Rigney at 860-889-2482 x113 or prestonrec@hotmail.com.
Sponsored by Preston Historical Society
Directions:  The Preston Public Library is located at 389 Route 2, Preston. 
June 6 (Saturday)






Pomfret, CT

Stream Walk 
(9 am – noon); Raindate June 7 (Sunday)
Participants will walk in and beside a stream as they are introduced to two Citizen Science Volunteer Monitoring Program stream projects that investigate watercourse characteristics and aquatic insects that are indicators of stream water quality.  Moderate terrain.  Children ages 12 and older welcome with a parent.  Pre-registration and fee ($15 for adults and $5 for children) required.  Wear clothes and shoes for walking in a stream; bring hat, water and sunscreen.  For more information or to register, contact Paula Coughlin at 860-928-4948.
Sponsored by CT Audubon Society Center at Pomfret 


Directions to CT Audubon Center at Pomfret, 189 Pomfret Street, Route 169, Pomfret:  From the junction of Route 101 and Route 169 in Pomfret, drive north on Route 169.  The CAS Center is located 1 mile north on the right, across from the post office.  
June 6 (Saturday)






Norwich, CT

Lower Shetucket River Paddle

(Contact trip leader for time)

We’ll be launching at the Greeneville Dam and paddling a short 2 mile flatwater stretch of the Shetucket River to Howard Brown Park in Norwich, to take part in the Norwich River Fest.  Pre-registration required.   Limited to 20 boats; paddlers must be at least 12 years old with a parent or guardian.  Must have own boat and equipment including life jacket worn at all times on the water.  For more information or to register, contact The Last Green Valley at 860-774-3300.

Sponsored by The Last Green Valley

Directions and shuttle information:  Obtain from trip leader upon registration.

June 6 (Saturday)






Norwich, CT
Norwich River Fest

(9 am – 8 pm)

Dragon Boat Racing! Join a team or cheer the teams on from the shore. Food vendors, live bands, and children’s entertainment - something for everyone to enjoy.  Restrooms available.  For more information, visit www.norwichchamber.com/riverfest/index.asp or contact Kim Michaud at info@norwichchamber.com or 860-887-1647.  

Sponsored by Greater Norwich Area Chamber of Commerce

Festival location:  Howard T. Brown Park, Chelsea Harbor Drive, Norwich

June 6 (Saturday)






Ledyard – Preston, CT
Poquetanuck Cove Paddle

(9 am – noon)

Participants will enjoy an easy 4-mile flat water paddle at high tide through a narrow, 2-mile tidal embayment of the Thames River.  Discover a significant coastal habitat and designated state bird sanctuary.  Learn about ongoing efforts to control the invasive plant phragmites, now threatening this special place.  Pre-registration required.  Limited to 20 boats; paddlers must be at least 12 years old with a parent or guardian.  Must have own boat and equipment including life jacket worn at all times on the water.  Bring snacks.  Binoculars recommended.  For more information or to register, contact Anne Roberts-Pierson at 860-464-8101.

Sponsored by Avalonia Land Conservancy

Directions:  Obtain from trip leader upon registration.

June 6 (Saturday)






Willington, CT

Roaring Brook Scenic & Historic Walk
(10 am – noon; Raindate June 7 (Sunday)

Join members of the Willington Conservation Commission on a 1-mile round-trip walk along a scenic section of Roaring Brook, whose rock-strewn 20-30 foot wide river bed is flanked by mountain laurel and large oaks, pines, hemlocks and sycamores.  The rapids, pools and clear, fast waters of this major tributary of the Willimantic River bring many fishermen to the CT DEP classified Class 3 Wild Trout Management Area.  An important part of Connecticut’s early history is reflected in the stonework remains of the foundations, sluiceways, and millpond dams of 3 early to mid-eighteenth century water-powered mills.  Steep, layered rock formations on the river bank lend an interesting geological note.  Moderate terrain.  Children ages 12 and older welcome with a parent.  No dogs, please.  For more information contact Pete Andersen at 860-429-1276 or Andersen108@sbcglobal.net. 
Sponsored by Willington Conservation Commission 

Directions:  Go 0.15 miles north of the I-84 overpass on Route 32 in Willington.   Turn right on Village Hill Road, 0.3 miles to parking area on right side just before bridge over Roaring Brook. 

June 6 (Saturday)






Ledyard – Preston, CT

Full Moon Float

(7:30 pm – 9 pm)

Enjoy the enchantment of Poquetanuck Cove as the tide rolls in under a full moon.  A guide from the Mashantucket Pequot Museum will lead our expedition following a pre-paddle interpretive program at the Preston/Ledyard car-top launch.  Stargazing at slack tide will round out our evening of summer magic.   Pre-registration is required.  Limited to 20 boats; paddlers must be at least 12 years old with a parent or guardian.  Must have own boat and equipment including life jacket worn at all times on the water.   For more information or to register, contact Gail Rigney at Preston Parks & Rec, 860-889-2482 x113.  
Sponsored by Preston Parks & Recreation 
Directions:  Obtain from trip leader upon registration. 
June 6 (Saturday) 






Oxford, MA 

National Trails Day at Hodges Village 

(9 am – noon)

Trails don't build themselves. They don't repair themselves and they don't even clean themselves.  We know because we kept waiting and it didn't happen.  So we are asking YOU, the trail user, to help us.  We will be pruning, raking, fixing erosion, and so forth.  No tools or experience necessary.  Ranger Ken will serve the pizza after. For more info, call Ranger Ken at 508-248-5697 or kenneth.w.hester@usace.army.mil.

Sponsored by U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Directions:  Call or email Ken Hester for directions.
June 6 – 7 (Saturday and Sunday)



Connecticut-wide

National Trails Day

The Trails Day theme for 2009 is Take in the Outdoors, an invitation to get outside and experience everything Connecticut's great outdoors has to offer.  Events range from hiking and biking to paddling, horseback-riding, trail maintenance, orienteering, letterboxing - a great variety of fun activities for everyone to enjoy!  Connecticut Forest & Park Association (CFPA) has served as American Hiking Society's state coordinator for Trails Day since 1993.  With enthusiastic participation by more than a hundred groups and organizations, Connecticut has consistently held the highest number of events of any state in the nation.  Individuals and families who want to get outdoors and join one of the many Trails Day activities this year will find a complete listing of events on the CFPA website in mid-April at www.ctwoodlands.org.  If you'd like to be added to the brochure mailing list, send an e-mail to info@ctwoodlands.org with Trails Day 2009 in the subject line.

Sponsored by Connecticut Forest and Parks

June 7 (Sunday)






Norwich – Ledyard, CT

Thames River Paddle – Norwich to Ledyard
(Contact trip leader for time) 
Paddle approximately 6 miles from Howard Brown Park in Norwich to Erickson Park in Ledyard along the eastern shore of the Thames River.  Group size is limited.  Paddlers less than 18 years old must be with parent or legal guardian.  Must have own boat and equipment including life jacket worn at all times on the water.  Bring lunch and drinks.  For more information or to register, contact Jean Trapani at home 203-221-7439, cell 203-606-9459, or flatwater@ct-amc.org.
Sponsored by Appalachian Mountain Club, CT Chapter Flatwater/Coastal Paddling Committee

Directions and shuttle information:  Obtain from trip leader upon registration. 

June 7 (Sunday)






Groton, CT

Exploring the Long Island Sound Estuary 
(Offered twice: 10 am – noon and 1 pm – 3 pm)

Participants will have the opportunity to discover the wonder, importance, and history of our local estuary, Long Island Sound.  During this program, the group will learn how the combination of freshwater from rivers and saltwater from the ocean combine to form an important ecosystem.  The group will use instruments to test salinity, pH, temperature, and tidal flow as well as explore the shore to identify the local aquatic inhabitants.  Natural trail, moderately difficult walk.  Stroller accessible.  Suitable for children ages 4 and older with a parent.  Leashed dogs are welcome.  For more information, contact Mary Ellen Mateleska at 860-572-5955 x156 or mmateleska@mysticaquarium.org.  
Sponsored by Mystic Aquarium & Institute for Exploration
Directions:  From I-95 North, take Exit 88.  Turn right onto Route 117 South.  Turn right at the end onto Route 1 South.  Take a left at the first light onto Depot Road.  Park entrance is at the end of the road.  

From I-95 South, take Exit 88.  Turn left onto Rt.117 South and follow directions above.  
June 8 (Monday)






Montville – New London, CT

Thames River Paddle – Montville to New London
(Contact trip leader for time)

Paddle along the western shore of the Thames River from Montville to New London.  Group size is limited.  Paddlers less than 18 years old must be with parent or legal guardian.  Must have own boat and equipment including life jacket worn at all times on the water.  Bring lunch and drinks.  For more information or to register, contact Jean Trapani at home 203-221-7439, cell 203-606-9459, or flatwater@ct-amc.org.
Sponsored by Appalachian Mountain Club, CT Chapter Flatwater/Coastal Paddling Committee

Directions and shuttle information:  Obtain from trip leader upon registration. 

June 12 (Friday)






Groton – Norwich, CT

Thames River Basin Partnership Floating Workshop 

(1 pm) 

Tour the Thames River from Groton to Norwich on Project Oceanology’s Envirolab Research Vessel.  This workshop is designed for municipal leaders, public works and land use planning officials.  The workshop will focus on the affects of nutrient contributions from inland point and non-point sources on the Long Island Sound Estuary and TRBP efforts to reduce negative impacts on the water quality both within your local watershed and Long Island Sound.  Workshop participants will receive a “toolbox” of strategies that will be useful in their local area.  A workshop fee will be charged that includes a light meal and the boat tour.  Pre-registration is required.  For more information or to register, contact Jean Pillo at 860-928-4948 x605 or jean.pillo@conservect.org, or visit www.trbp.org.   

Sponsored by Thames River Basin Partnership
Directions:  Take I-95 to Exit 87, Route 349, the Clarence B. Sharp Highway.  Turn right at the second traffic light onto Rainville Ave.  Turn left at the next traffic light onto Benham Road.  Continue straight on Benham Road approximately 1.7 miles to the Avery Point Campus at the University of Connecticut.  Enter via the main entrance to the UConn campus and follow the small blue signs for Project Oceanology.  Parking is available in parking lot D. 
June 13 (Saturday)





New London, CT


Fort Trumbull Tours and Program

(Park open from 9 am – 4 pm; Source to Sea Tour at 10 am)

Join state park staff for a guided tour of Fort Trumbull before sending paddlers off on their final leg to the sea. The Fort was built between 1839-1852 and is a wonderful example of its era, a masterpiece in stonework and masonry.  Visitors can tour the Fort and grounds, and explore the Fort Trumbull Visitor Center, which contains state of the art multimedia theaters, computer touch screen interactive exhibits, 3-D models, and extensive graphics and text panels.  This one of a kind center depicts over 225 years of military history and technological advances from the Revolutionary War to the Cold War.  Outside, spectacular fishing opportunities abound with a one-of-a-kind fishing pier boasting over 500' of shore-based access to the major game fish of Long Island Sound. Nominal fee required for Fort Tours and Visitor Center Exhibits (Age 13 and Over = $5; Ages 6-12 = $2; Ages 5 and under = Free).  For more information, visit http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=2716&q=325200.

Sponsored by CT Department of Environmental Protection and The Last Green Valley

Directions:  Northbound on I-95 - Take Exit 83 (Downtown New London).  Go straight at light onto Huntington Street.  Take right onto Jay Street.  Go straight onto Truman Street, then left onto Blinman Street.  Follow Blinman Street to Howard Street and go straight onto Howard Street.  Then make left onto Walbach Street and right onto East Street. Park entrance is on the left 

Southbound on I-95  Take Exit 84S (Downtown New London). Merge onto Eugene O’Neill Drive.  Follow Eugene O’Neill Drive and take left onto Tilley Street.  Make right onto Bank Street and then left onto Howard Street.  Follow Howard Street and make left onto Walbach Street, then right onto East Street. Park entrance is on the left

June 13 (Saturday)
  




New London – Groton, CT

Thames River Paddle

(Approximately 11 am)

Paddlers will tackle the final segment of the Thames River by crossing from Fort Trumbull in New London to Avery Point in Groton.  Group size is limited.  Paddlers less than 18 years old must be with parent or legal guardian. Must have own boat and equipment including life jacket worn at all times on the water.  For more information or to register, contact Jean Trapani at home 203-221-7439, cell 203-606-9459, or flatwater@ct-amc.org.
Sponsored by Appalachian Mountain Club, CT Chapter Flatwater/Coastal Paddling Committee 

Directions and shuttle information:  Obtain from trip leader upon registration.
June 13 (Saturday)






Groton, CT


Avery Point Lighthouse Tours


(Noon – 2 pm)

Enjoy the view from the Avery Point Lighthouse as paddlers make their way across the Thames River on the final leg of the Source to Sea Expedition.  The Avery Point Lighthouse was constructed in 1943, the last to be built in Connecticut.  The 55-foot octagonal structure was restored and “relit” in 2006.
Sponsored by Avery Point Lighthouse Society
Directions:  The Avery Point Lighthouse is situated at the southeastern end of the University of Connecticut’s Avery Point campus located off of Shennecossett Road in Groton.  Take I-95 to Exit 87, Route 349, the Clarence B. Sharp Highway. Turn right at the second traffic light onto Rainville Avenue. Turn left at the next traffic light onto Benham Road. Continue straight on Benham Road approximately 1.7 miles to the Avery Point Campus at the University of Connecticut. Enter via the main entrance to the UCONN campus.  Parking is available in parking lot D.

June 13 (Saturday)






Groton, CT


Expedition End! Celebration 

(Approximately  12 - 3 pm) 

We’ll thank all of our volunteers, partners, and sponsors, raise a toast to our accomplishments, and look to the future of the Thames River watershed at the final Source to Sea Expedition Party. 

Sponsored by The Last Green Valley and Project Oceanology
Directions to Project Oceanology: Take I-95 to Exit 87, Route 349, the Clarence B. Sharp Highway. Turn right at the second traffic light onto Rainville Avenue. Turn left at the next traffic light onto Benham Road. Continue straight on Benham Road approximately 1.7 miles to the Avery Point Campus at the University of Connecticut. Enter via the main entrance to the UCONN campus and follow the small blue signs for Project Oceanology. Parking is available in parking lot D.

June 13 (Saturday)






Norwich, CT 

The Last Green Valley’s Annual Meeting

(6 pm – 8:30 pm)

Join The Last Green Valley for its Annual Meeting at the Slater Memorial Museum in Norwich.  Celebrate our 15th Anniversary, reauthorization to 2015, and the success of the Source to Sea Expedition.  Slater Memorial Museum is an exceptional cultural and historical resource in The Last Green Valley.  The Annual Meeting will be in the first floor reception room and theater.  The museum exhibits on the second floor will remain open until 6 pm especially for TLGV guests to enjoy prior to the Annual Meeting.  Coffee and dessert reception ($10) at 6 pm followed by the business meeting at 7 pm.  For more information or to register, call The Last Green at 860-774-3300.  

Sponsored by The Last Green Valley

Directions to Slater Memorial Museum, 108 Crescent Street:   From Boston/Worcester: 90 West to Auburn. 395 South to exit 81, Rte. 2 & 32.  From New York/New Haven: 95 North to 395 North to exit 81 East Rte. 2 & 32.  At the end of the highway (Rt. 2 East), bear right onto Washington Street. Pass Backus Hospital. At the second stoplight bear left. The Norwich Free Academy will be visible on the left. The museum is the building with the tower. The total distance from the highway (Rt. 2) to the museum is about three quarters of a mile. 

June 14 (Sunday)







Thompson, CT


Recycled Regatta 


(2 pm)

Make a small sailboat out of recycled materials (under 18” please) and bring to Riverside Park.  Boats will be released and sail down to the Main Street bridge, where they will be caught and retrieved.  Prizes!  Stroller and wheelchair accessible.  Pre-registration is required.  For more information or to register, contact Renee Waldron, Recreation Director, 860-923-9440. 
Sponsored by Thompson Recreation, Conservation, and Inland Wetlands Commissions
Directions:  Take Route 12 to Main Street to Riverside Park in North Grosvenordale. 

June 14 (Sunday)






Thompson, CT


French River Buffer Restoration Walk

(Immediately following Recycled Regatta, approximately 3-3:30 pm)
Walk along the French River, view buffer restoration areas, and discuss the value of stream buffer areas to water quality, quantity, and wildlife habitat.   Easy walk on paved surface.  Stroller and wheelchair accessible.  For more information, contact Judy Rondeau at 860-923-1852 or wetlands@thompsonct.org.  

Sponsored by Town of Thompson & Thompson Together Environment Committee

Directions:  Take Route 12 to Main Street to Riverside Park in North Grosvenordale.
June 20 (Saturday) 






Webster, MA 

Perryville Trace Trail Improvement Day

(9 am) 

Join the French River Connection as they work to improve the Perryville Trace.  Meet at the trailhead at Perryville Dam at 9 am.  The goal is to extend the trail 100 yards, remediate some wintertime wet spots, groom the tread and the edges, spruce up the dam overlook, and possibly gravel the parking lot and improve the boat launch.  Refreshments and tools provided.  For more information, contact Ken Parker at ken.parker@charter.net.

Sponsored by French River Connection, www.frenchriverconnection.org
 Directions to Perryville Trace:  From Route 395, take Exit 1 towards Webster, go 1 mile on Lake Parkway, then left on School Street for 1 mile and right on Perryville Road to the railroad.  Note: There is no access from the Dudley side due to a bridge closure.
June 27 (Saturday)





Ashford, CT

How Clean is the Water in The Last Green Valley?

(9 am – noon)
Join TLGV Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring Coordinator, Jean Pillo as she presents a slide show on the Connecticut Stream Walk Program developed by the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service and how it is used to conduct visual assessments of our wadeable streams. The slide show will be followed by a demonstration of field data collection in the Mount Hope River.  Learn to identify indicators of water quality issues.  Participants will have the option of assisting with data collection in assigned segments of the Mount Hope River during July and August.  All necessary field equipment will be provided.  Preregistration is required.  Contact Jean Pillo at (860) 928-4948 or by email at Jean.Pillo@ConserveCT.org. 
Sponsored by The Last Green Valley and Ashford Conservation Commission
Location: Ashford Town Hall, 5 Town Hall Road, Ashford, CT  06278

June 27 (Saturday)





Canterbury, CT


A Drop Around the World Story Hour


(10:30 am and 2:30 pm)

Join Canterbury Librarian Kathleen Hart for a story hour featuring “A Drop Around the World” by Barbara Shaw McKinney plus the Source to Sea children’s activity guide, “Connecting the Drops – Exploring Long Island Sound’s Watersheds.”  Participants will also be able to learn about stormwater runoff in their neighborhood by exploring a table-top watershed model. 

Sponsored by the Canterbury Public Library

Location:  Canterbury Public Library, 1 Municipal Drive 





July 1 – 31







Thompson, CT


Source to Sea Watershed Display

Display case at entrance of public library will highlight Source to Sea activities, watershed activities, and the importance of our water resources. For more information, contact Judy Rondeau at 860-923-1852 or wetlands@thompsonct.org.  

Sponsored by Town of Thompson





Directions: The Library is located on Route 12 in North Grosvenordale. 

