TIMELINES
Timelines are an effective method for visually portraying the sequence of American history.  They help students see and understand the concepts of cause and effect and the relationships of historical events to each other. Timelines are a visual aid to which students can refer in order to put new learning and information into a historical context and perspective. They are also an excellent organizational tool.

For the purpose of this curriculum guide, timelines can be used to track:


• Each student’s family history (births, deaths, major events)


• Creation dates of inventions within the lifetime of those elders to be 



interviewed by the students.


• Major local and world events that have occurred in the last 200 years 



which may have affected the lives of those to be interviewed.

SUGGESTIONS FOR MAKING CLASSROOM TIMELINES...

• PERMANENTLY PAINT ON THE CLASSROOM OR HALLWAY WALL.

The timeline itself is permanent and can be re-used year after year. Events/inventions/dates can be added to the timeline as classroom projects change by using index cards and tape or any other medium that can be temporarily affixed to the wall.
• PAPER TIMELINES

Timelines can be put up using bulletin board paper, adding machine tape, oaktag, construction paper, etc. The paper can be cut into strips one meter long with decades measured out in centimeters.  These strips can be 
laminated and taped to the wall, along the chalkboard ledge or on string or wire.  Pictures or words of a specific event can be attached at the appropriate spot on the time line. They can be attached with yarn and tape or with yarn strung through a punched hole or a paper clip unbent into an S and hooked through the punched hole. These events can be attached as they are studied or at the beginning of the year, students can be assigned events (Civil War, invention of the telephone, etc.) to research in order to place them on the timeline. The most important thing is that the events on the timeline can be seen by the students for easy reference.

•INDEX CARDS AND BENT PAPER CLIPS

Another time line can be made with index cards and unbent paper clips.  Each index  card has a date.  Events that occur during that year are written or drawn on another card and hooked through a punched hole on the index card.  These cards should then  be spaced at appropriate intervals on a wire, chalk ledge or any other appropriate spot in the classroom.

•COMPUTER PROGRAMS

In addition, there are computer programs that deal solely with timelines.  Check with the person in your school in charge of technology, your librarian or media specialist to see what is already available in your school. For this project, students were asked to keep photocopied timelines in their own folders to refer to throughout the unit.  Of course, there is the possibility of “losing “ these timelines when they are needed. 

Biographical Timelines:  When doing a time line of a historical figure’s life, it is interesting to point out how events in a person’s childhood affect his/her adult life.  This is also true when the student completes his/her own personal timeline.

 Family Timelines:  When children share their family time lines, it might be interesting to note how a parent’s, grandparent’s, or great-grandparent’s childhood affected the course of his/her life.  It might also be interesting to note if any inventions or world or country events affected their ancestor’s choice of occupation, home, etc.

Historic Timelines:  You may use the information about Connecticut 
inventions and the dates of wars throughout history on these timelines. Have students add other important events to the timeline.

Use It!


Please remember, in order to fully understand the concepts of cause and effect and put the following lessons into historical context, it is important to frequently refer to the timeline.  However you choose to do a timeline, if you find it unmanageable, then try another timeline method.  It is a very important and effective method of keeping history in context.

Timeline Dates: Wars
Students very often get our involvements in international conflicts confused with one another.   One way for them to begin to understand when various conflagrations were happening in relation to each other is to put them on your timeline.  Here are a few worthy of mention.
Colonial Conflicts: 
1676-1763
Revolutionary War:
1776-1783

War of 1812:
1812-1815

Mexican-American War:
1846-1848

Civil War:
1861-1865

Spanish-American War:
1898



World War  I:
1917-1918

World War II:
1941-1945

Korean War:
1950-1953

Vietnam War:
1961-1972

Gulf War:
1991

Bosnian War:
1995

“War” in Kosovo:
1999

(TEACHER’S NOTE: As students prepare to interview family members or elders in their community, it is important for them to know what historical events these people may have experienced.  For example, it would be foolish to ask a thirty-year old father if he had served in World War II never mind the Revolution!)

Questions you might ask your students about these dates:


•  Which of these wars could your father have been involved in? 


•  Which could your grandfather?  great-grandfather?  (etc.)


•   In which wars could one of your female relatives have been involved?  If women were not allowed 
     in the armed services, how else would their lives be affected by U.S. involvement in these various    

     wars?

(TEACHER NOTE: When were women first allowed to serve in the U.S. military?  What duties could they perform?  Combat? As for the effect of war on women’s lives, see letters of Lois and Nathan Peters)

Connecticut Inventions
The following items were all invented in Connecticut.  As a teacher you could use this list with your students in the following ways:

•Have the students add these inventions to their timelines, or create a classroom 

  timeline just for inventions.

•Discuss how these inventions changed the way people lived: time-savers,

  transportation, food and food preparation, communications, etc.

•Extend the list by adding other prominent inventions from  the last two centuries to 
  it. Include the many inventions that have changed the way we live our lives.

•Look on other timelines to compare when these things were invented to what was 
  happening in history at the time they were invented.

• Have students make a list of inventions that were created in their lifetimes.  This 
  could be a cooperative group activity.  Groups can compare their findings.

• Have students design their own inventions. 

1836 - Colt revolver

1843 - portable typewriter

1846 - sewing machine

1853 - ice-making machine

1858 - can opener

1868 - tape measure

1877 - pay phone

1892 - collapsible toothpaste tube

1895 - hamburger

1896 - electric light socket with pull chain

1908 - lollipop

1911 - Erector set

1920 - Frisbee

1933 - vacuum cleaner

1934 - Polaroid camera

1948 - color television

1939 - helicopter

This list taken from a State of Connecticut brochure, 1996

You may want to use this list when discussing what kinds of inventions came into being during the lifetime of the person you choose to interview for your oral history.  Discuss the importance of having background information about your interviewee so you can ask intelligent questions.  In other words, you wouldn’t ask someone born in 1940 what it was like when the automobile was invented.  But you might want to ask them what their first car was.   Students may want to add to this list, also including inventions from outside Connecticut.

Relevant vocabulary and concepts to explore:

•Patent: 

 “A public franchise granted to the inventor of a new and useful improvement to secure to him, for a limited term, the exclusive right to make, use and vend the article or object”  


--Webster’s Dictionary

•What does “patent pending” mean?

It means that the inventor has applied for a patent from the Patent Office in Washington, D.C., but is still waiting for formal acceptance of the patent.  By stating “patent pending”, the inventor still receives protection of ownership under the law.

•Trade-mark:

“A distinguishing mark or device adopted as by a person and impressed on his goods, labels, etc., to distinguish them from those of others.  In the United States, England and other countries, the registration and protection of trade-marks is regulated by statute.  In the Untied States, the protection for a registered trade-mark remains in force for thirty years and can then be renewed for thirty years longer.  Trade-marks are registerered in the Patent Office in Washington, D.C.”


--Webster’s Dictionary

• Copyright:

“The exclusive right of publication granted to an author or an artist for a certain term of years, embracing his right to issue his specified (literary or artistic) work as desired; to transfer such right to any individual, firm or corporation; to protect himself under the law against any infringement.  In the United States, copyright may be secured for a term of twenty-eight years, renewable for twenty-eight years, by filing a copy of the book, recording, art or other work  with the Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. “


--Webster’s Dictionary

• What is the difference between a patent, a copyright and a trademark?  Why are they important?


For the differences, see above. They are important because they protect rights of ownership.

• In what ways are patents, trademarks and copyrights primary historical records?  Why might a historian use such information?


They are legal documents that indicate the year in which something was written or invented.  In this sense, they are primary documents.  A historian might look to these records to confirm information found elsewhere.

•Ask the students to come up with examples in their own lives where they might encounter copyrights, trademarks and patents. (books, recordings, videos, etc.)
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