Primary Sources: Autobiographies

Objectives: 

Students will write a short autobiography using information they have entered on 
their personal timeline.
Students will be able to explain the difference between a biography and an 
autobiography, and identify them as primary or secondary sources.
Process:  Autobiography

1) Have students create a timeline of their own life.  Have them put at least four major events on it, in addition to when and where they were born.  Before doing this activity, as a class you can brainstorm the kinds of events you might want to include on the timeline: births/adoptions of siblings, moving, family changes (births, deaths, divorces, etc.), getting a pet, losing a first tooth, family trips, etc.

2) Have student’s write the first and second drafts of their autobiography using the timeline and the writer’s worksheets and checklists provided here, or some other format with which you are already familiar.
NOTE:  It is quite likely that the issue of non-traditional families will come up at this point in the discussion.   Students may or may not want to include step-parents, birth-parents (in the case of adoption) in their timelines.  But it would be good to point out that these historically new family arrangements (new at least on the scale they now appear in our communities) are of great interest to historians sociologists, and future generations.

Writing an Autobiographical Sketch

This writing prompt is adapted from one written by Lynn Dowder at Witt Middle School, Stafford Springs, CT.  The score sheet was developed by Donna Dufresne, Pomfret Community School, Pomfret, CT.  This is an especially useful actvity at the beginning of the year when students are just getting to know each other.

Project Summary:

We are preparing to conduct a formal oral history interview while also learning about primary sources for historical research.   We will now actually create our own primary sources by writing our autobiographies.  An autobiography is your own life story told from your point of view.  You will use information you have entered on your personal timeline as well  as other factual information about yourself to create a 4-5 paragraph biographical sketch which describes your classmate.

PURPOSE:

Your goal is to describe yourself so that others in the class will also “get to know” you.
WRITER’S ROLE:

You will write from your own point of view, using your timeline and your own first hand knowledge of yourself.

AUDIENCE:

Your audience will be others in the class.  Remember, give details about your self so that others who do not know you will have a good idea of what you look like and what your life is like.

FORM:

Your description will be written as a 4-5 paragraph biographical sketch.

FOCUS CORRECTION AREAS:

1. 4 paragraphs:  Personal Data; Family/Friends/ Life events; Favorite things; and Hobbies/Interests--40 points

2. 4 Details for each paragraph- 40 points
3. Capital Letters AND End Punctuation- 20 points (5 pts. for each of the first four errors found)

PROCEDURE:
Before writing your description, you will do several activities in class:

• Make a timeline of your life

• Using the events you entered on your timeline, make a list of what it was 

about each event that had an impact on how you live your life.

Brainstorm and write down a list of words describing how you look.

   

• Brainstorm and write down a list of your hobbies and why you are 


interested in them.

• Categorize and record your responses using the Focus Sheet your teacher gives you. Your categories will be: 

1) Personal Data;

2) Family/Friends;   

3) Favorite Things; and 

4) Hobbies/Interests.

• Draft your description

• Read your draft out loud to yourself and make any changes you feel will improve your description.

• Work with a partner and get feedback on your description; double check 


your FCA’s to make sure you have done a good  job in those areas.

• Complete Writer’s and Reader’s Revision Checklists.

• Write a second draft with all of your improvements, by computer if available, or by hand.

Autobiography: Notes for First Draft

Name__________________________________________________

List four major events in your life, when they happened and why they were important:

1. Event ___________________________ When ________________________

Why is it important? ________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Event ___________________________ When ________________________

Why is it important? ________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Event ___________________________ When ________________________

Why is it important? ________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Event ___________________________ When ________________________

Why is it important? ________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List four physical details to describe yourself:

1._______________________________________________________________
2._______________________________________________________________
3._______________________________________________________________
4._______________________________________________________________
Hobbies and why you are interested in them (up to four):

1. Hobby ________________________________________________________

Why are you interested? ____________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Hobby ________________________________________________________

Why are you interested? ____________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Hobby ________________________________________________________

Why are you interested? ____________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Hobby ________________________________________________________

Why are you interested? ____________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
List of some of your favorite things and why (up to four):

1. Favorite thing ___________________________________________________

Why are you interested? ____________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Favorite thing ___________________________________________________

Why are you interested? ____________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Favorite thing ___________________________________________________

Why are you interested? ____________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Favorite thing ___________________________________________________

Why are you interested? ____________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Writer’s Revision Checklist:

Writing an Autobiographical Sketch

Writer’s Name______________________________________

1. In your first paragraph, did you include 4 details about your physical appearance and/or personal data?    

YES______________  NO______________

Write the details here:

1. ______________________________________________________________


2. ______________________________________________________________


3. ______________________________________________________________


4. ______________________________________________________________

Underline the details on your rough draft.

2. In paragraph #2, did you include 4 details about one of the other categories (Friends/Family; favorites; Hobbies/Interests)?   YES ______NO_______

Write the details here:

1. ______________________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________________


3. ______________________________________________________________


4. ______________________________________________________________

Underline the details on your rough draft.

3. In paragraph #3, did you include 4 details about one of the other categories (Friends/Family; favorites; Hobbies/Interests)?   YES ______NO_______

Write the details here:

1. ______________________________________________________________
    2. ______________________________________________________________


3. ______________________________________________________________


4. ______________________________________________________________

Underline the details on your rough draft.

4. In paragraph #4, did you include 4 details about one of the other categories (Friends/Family; favorites; Hobbies/Interests)?   YES ______NO_______

Write the details here:

1. ______________________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________________


3. ______________________________________________________________


4. ______________________________________________________________

Underline the details on your rough draft.

5. Did you include a closure paragraph of at least three sentences as a summary?

6. Are punctuation and capitalization used correctly?  YES______ NO______

List the things you need to fix here:

1. ______________________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________________

4. ______________________________________________________________

Reader’s Revision Checklist:

Autobiographical Sketch
Writer’s Name___________________________________

Reader’s Name__________________________________

1. In the first paragraph, did the writer include 4 details about his or her physical appearance and/or personal data?  YES______________  NO______________

Write the details here:

1. ______________________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________________


3. ______________________________________________________________


4. ______________________________________________________________

2. In paragraph #2, did the writer include 4 details about one of the other categories (Friends/Family/Life Events; favorites; Hobbies/Interests)? YES_____ NO______

Write the details here:

1. ______________________________________________________________







             


2. ______________________________________________________________



3. ______________________________________________________________


4. ______________________________________________________________

Category of Paragraph #2____________________________________________

3. In paragraph #3, did the writer include 4 details about one of the other categories (Friends/Family/Life Events; favorites; Hobbies/Interests)? YES_____ NO_____

Write the details here:

1. ______________________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________________

4. ______________________________________________________________

Category of Paragraph #3____________________________________________

4. In paragraph #4, did the writer include 4 details about one of the other categories (Friends/Family/Life Events; favorites; Hobbies/Interests)? YES______ NO_____

Write the details here:

1. ______________________________________________________________







             


2. ______________________________________________________________



3. ______________________________________________________________


4. ______________________________________________________________

Category of Paragraph #4_________________________________________

5. Did the writer include a closure paragraph of at least three sentences as a summary? YES_______  NO__________

6. Are punctuation and capitalization used correctly?  YES_______  NO__________

List the things the writer needs to fix here:

1. ____________________________________________________







             


2. ____________________________________________________



3. ____________________________________________________


4. ____________________________________________________

WRITING AN AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH:

SCORE SHEET
NAME_________________
TOTAL SCORE_______

FOCUSED CORRECTION AREAS: 
(Self-edited, peer edited, teacher corrected)

1. 5 Paragraphs including introduction/personal data, family/friends/life events, 

    hobbies/interests, favorites and a closure (40 pts.) 
















SCORE________

2. 4 details for each paragraph (40 pts.)














SCORE________

3. Capital letters and end punctuation (20 pts)

(5 points for each of the first four errors)
SCORE________
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