PRUDENCE CRANDALL ACTIVITY SIMULATION

GOAL:
Students will gain historical perspective and point of view by analyzing characters and participating in a simulated debate between the various characters involved in the Prudence Crandall story.

OBJECTIVES:



Students will

· Learn that environment and background shapes perspective and point of view.

· Understand that history must be interpreted from the perspective of the time and place.

· Interpret character traits and draw conclusions about how their character would respond to a specific incident in history.

· Understand that the roles of women and social codes were different than they are now.

· Observe the relationships between race, class, and gender in prejudice.

· Develop a better understanding of the complexities of racism.

MATERIALS

CHARACTER CARDS and GLOSSARIES

Sarah Harris

Mariah Davis

Prudence Crandall

Mother of white student

William Lloyd Garrison

Andrew T. Judson

Factory worker

Reuben Crandall

Senator Phillip Pearl

Isaac Glasko

POSTERS (some included)

Abolitionism

Quakers

The Liberator

The Black Law

Social Norms of the 1830’s

The Economy of Cotton

Prejudice, racism, and riots in New England

Time Line for American Slavery
Citizens Public Meeting Rules of 1830’s

PROCEDURE:

Set the room up with the reference posters hung on the wall.  Each group will receive character cards, glossaries, and additional information packets to help them understand the perspective of their character.

5 – 10 minutes

1. Before engaging students in their “Character Quest” and simulation, ask them to respond to the following situation:

Imagine that the United States government has just passed a law making it illegal for public schools to educate immigrants, Hispanics, African Americans, of female students. Special schools will be set aside for those students. They will receive used textbooks from the public schools, but must supply their own paper, pencils, etc. There will be no computers available in the special schools.  Parents will be asked to educate their girls at home.

· What do you think about the situation?

· What would you do about it?

· Who wins, who loses?

· How does your background and experience contribute to your point of view?

· SUPPORT YOUR REASONING.

Before they enter the room where the simulation will take place, collect their responses in envelopes with their names.  Once they enter the room, they must behave as their character would in the 1830’s.

20 – 25 minutes

2.
Divide class into partners and hand out TASK CARDS to each group, explaining the simulated situation, and the question they will have to respond to in character.

3.
Pass out Character Cards to each group, and give 20 minutes to study the background of their character, and discuss with their partner how the character would respond to the question.

20-minutes

4.
Once the meeting has been called, they must sit in their designated seats, Men in front, women in the back, and African Americans off to the corner on the floor.

5.
A moderator (Reverend Kneeland) will call the meeting to order and allow each character to speak for 2-minutes, sharing their point of view about the arrest of Prudence Crandall for breaking THE BLACK LAW.

6.
Students will respond to the activity in their response journals and in the online discussion board, using their Legacy Matrix and Connect Questions.

CANTERBURY CITIZENS

PUBLIC MEETING RULES

How shall we, as citizens of Canterbury, respond to the passing of THE BLACK LAW, and the consequent arrest of Miss Prudence Crandall for teaching blacks from out of district?

1. Should Miss Crandall be allowed to continue her school for Young Missus of Color?

2. Should the school close down until the case outcome is determined?

· Each character has 2-minutes to answer the question, support and state their point of view.

· Women may not speak in public.  Their male partner may speak for them.

· You must stay true to your character – not your own beliefs.

· You must not break character.

· You may not be silly.

· African American men may speak, if they have permission from the white men in the audience.

· African American women may not speak by themselves.  They must have their male partner speak for them, with the permission of the white men in the audience.

Name: ___________________________________________

Date: ____________

PREVIEW RESPONSE

Imagine that the United States government has just passed a law making it illegal for public schools to educate immigrants, Hispanics, African Americans, or female students. Special schools will be set aside for those students. They will receive used textbooks from the public schools, but must supply their own paper, pencils, etc. There will be no computers available in the special schools.  Parents will be asked to educate their girls at home.

Please respond to the statement below by answering the following questions:

1. What do you think about the situation and why?

2. What would you do about it?

3. Who wins, who loses?

4. How does your background and experience contribute to your point of view?

Now, fold your paper and place it in your envelope.  Once you cross the threshold into the Prudence Crandall classroom, you must leave all of your own 21st century perspective and point of view behind.  

From now on, you may only respond as your 19th century character would.  See the guidelines on the poster, WELCOME TO THE 1830’s!
WELCOME TO THE 1830’S!
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Women may not go out in public without a hat & gloves.

· Women may not speak in public, or mixed company.

· Women may not vote or attend town meetings.

· Women may not own property without the consent of their fathers, brothers, or husbands.

· Women may only share their opinions with other women behind closed doors.

· Women may not attend Universities, or become ministers, doctors, or lawyers.
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· Men must remove their hats in the presence of a woman.

· Men must not appear in public in their shirtsleeves.

· Men who do not own property may not vote.

· Both men and women keep the company of their own social group.  They do not mix with other classes.
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· African Americans may not sit with whites in church or other public places.

· African Americans may not vote.

· African Americans may not attend public meetings.

· African Americans are allowed a maximum of 8 years education in a district schoolhouse.

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES:

· Investigate and report upon the problem of education reform in other parts of the world, such as Afghanistan, where girls may not be allowed to go to school, or poor children cannot afford to go to school.

· Investigate and report upon modern-day slavery in other parts of the world.

· Investigate one of the following crafts or skills; write directions for an activity guide.

	BASKET WEAVING 

HERBAL SACHETS

SODA BREAD

BUTTER CHURNING

HERBAL TINCTURES/BOTANICALS

TEA RITUALS/RECIPES

BRAIDING STRAW FOR HATS

BRAIDED RUGS

TEXTILE WEAVING (POT HOLDERS)

RECITATION

MENTAL MATH/SYPERING

SLATE BOARDS

QUILL PENS

INK

CANDLE DIPPING

BOOK BINDING

CARDING WOOL

SPINNING

MAKING CHEESE

FLOWER PRESSING
	NEEDLEWORK

SEWING/MENDING/BUTTONS

PAPER-MAKIING

MARBLEIZING

SINGING TEACHER (boy)

DANCING TEACHER (boy)

MANUSCRIPTING/CALLIGRAPHY

RAG DOLLS

LETTER WRITING

TOYS (MARBLE GAMES, JACKS, TOPS)

MAP-MAKING

TEA STAINING DOCUMENTS/ECOPAGE

DAY BOOK JOURNALS

YARN DYES

SOAP MAKING

QUILTING

LEATHER BENCHWORK

TIN-SMITHING

PAINTING/DRAWING (Hudson School)


