HISTORICAL POINT OF VIEW 

SIMULATION ACTIVITY

THE SITUATION: Prudence Crandall has closed her academy for white girls and opened a school for black girls.  Recently, a law called THE BLACK LAW was passed to make it illegal to teach black students from out of district. This resulted in Prudence being arrested and the future of her school is unknown. The community has arranged for a panel of interested citizens to congregate at the church across from the school to share their point of view on the current situation.

TASK:     State your opinion, supported by your beliefs. You will have 2-minutes to persuade the people of Canterbury to your point of view.

PRUDENCE CRANDAL CHARACTER CARD

WHO ARE YOU?

Age:

30-years old, born in 1803

Race:

White

Gender:
Female

Education:
Highly educated for the time, equivalent to a prep-school/secondary education. This is very unusual for a female. You attended “The Friends Boarding School” in Providence, a famous Quaker academy that offered the same high standards and curriculum for girls as it did for boys.

Class:

Middle class. You own the house and property in which you teach. This is also highly unusual, as women could not easily own property in the 1830’s.

Occupation:
School teacher, Principal of Canterbury Female Academy

CHARACTER TRAITS:
You are perceived as being stubborn and resolute. Some people believe that you are insolent and have overstepped your female role by not following the societal norms, such as deferring to men before making decisions. You are both passionate and compassionate when it comes to the pursuit of equity   social change for the poor, women, and blacks.  You are easily swept into the passions of your beliefs, and the excitement of radical movements.

YOUR ASPIRATIONS ARE TO…… make the world a better place; to benefit people of color, and live a Godly life.

BACKGROUND EXPERIENCES THAT HAVE BROUGHT YOU TO THIS MOMENT:

· You were raised and educated as a Quaker with the fundamental belief that all people are equal in the eyes of God.

· You have become interested in social movements such as temperance (making alcohol illegal), education reform, and abolition.

· You have a highly developed social conscience and sense of moral and ethical responsibility.

· Your involvement in these social movements has led you to convert from your Quaker faith to the evangelic Baptist Church of Reverend Kneeland in a section of Canterbury, called “Packerville”.  You proclaimed your change in faith by allowing yourself to be immersed, or “dunked”, in the Quinebaug River at a revival camp meeting.

· You are a well-respected teacher in the community.

· You believe that girls deserve the same education as boys.

· You have been the successful Principal of a fancy boarding school for white, girls from well-to-do families, in Canterbury, CT. 

· You have excellent business sense, and have become financially secure by managing to budget your mortgage and expenses from the income of school’s tuition. This in itself is highly unusual for a woman of your time.

· You have hired a black girl from town, named Mariah Davis, who comes from an abolitionist family. She brings The Liberator, an abolitionist newspaper into your house.

· You have the reputation in your family of being precocious and somewhat stubborn, not unlike your father, Mr. Pardon Crandall.

PRUDENCE CRANDALL AFTERWARD

Prudence Crandall was arrested after the BLACK LAW was passed. she spent a night in the county jail in Brooklyn, CT., where the last prisoner was said to have been a murderer.  The abolitionists posted her bail after they made their point.  She went to trial three times, until she was acquitted on the technicality that the Black Law was passed after she had already opened her school.  Therefore, she was not breaking the law.  Even though Prudence won her case, it was a disappointment to the abolitionist cause, since they wanted to prove that African Americans deserved the same constitutional rights as other Americans.  


Three days after her case was won, an angry mob of men attacked the house and broke all the windows, shattering glass all over the sleeping students on the first floor.  Prudence had married a Minister, Calvin Philleo, who announced the next day that the school would be closed for good.


Eventually, Prudence left her husband who suffered mental illness, and moved to Illinois, where her father, Pardon Crandall owned property.  She helped her nephew build a homestead.  She taught school children, black and white, whenever she could, and continued to take an interest in social change, working for abolition, women’s suffrage, and education reform. Eventually moved to Elk Falls, Kansas where she died at age 87.   

PRUDENCE CRANDALL GLOSSARY

ABOLITION:
The anti-slavery movement.

EVANGELIC: Christian religious conversion based upon a literal interpretation of

Scripture, preaching with passion.

IMMERSION:
To plunge into water as in baptism by water.

INSOLENT:     Blatantly disobedient and disrespectful, breaking the rules.

PACIFIST:     A person who does not believe in solving problems through violence

or war. A pacifist believes in non-violent action.

PRECOCIOUS:
Unusual maturity at an early age.

PROTOCOL:

A code of ethics or rules to be followed.

QUAKER:     A religious sect called “The Society of Friends” that emerged in the

1600’s.  Quakers helped slaves escape, and believed in progressive education.

RESOLUTE:

Steady determination.

REVIVAL:      Renewed religious interest; an often highly emotional religious

meeting.

SOCIAL CONSCIENCE:
Interest in solving social problems such as poverty and

social reform.

TEMPERANCE:     To abstain from drinking alcohol.  In the 19th century, alcoholism

was very high with the availability and tradition of drinking rum.  Many women and

children were abandoned by men who drank away the rent or became abusive when

they were drunk. Clergy (ministers and priests), and social reformists believed that 

alcohol was the route of evil.  They believed that they could improve the lives of 

women and children, and relieve poverty, by ridding society of drunkenness. “T-

Totalers” gathered pledges from men to stop drinking.  They would put a “T” next 

to their signature to indicate “temperance”.

MARIAH DAVIS CHARACTER CARD

WHO ARE YOU?

AGE:


Late teens

RACE:


Free black

GENDER:

Female

EDUCATION:
You have been educated up to grammar school (5 years), which is all that is available to African Americans.

CLASS:
You come from the black middleclass in Boston, and you are an activist in the abolitionist movement.

OCCUPATION:
You are employed by the Canterbury Female Academy, Miss Crandall’s school, where you do household chores such as washing, ironing, cleaning, and cooking.

CHARACTER TRAITS:
You are very proud to be associated with the Prudence

Crandall School, and you broadcast the fact that you sit in on classes when your 

chores are through.  You believe that African Americans should have more rights.

YOUR ASPIRATIONS ARE TO… marry Charles Harris, an agent for The Liberator abolitionist newspaper and continue working with the Abolitionist movement.

BACKGROUND EXPERIENCES THAT HAVE BROUGHT YOU TO THIS MOMENT:

· You are engaged to Charles Harris, the brother of Sarah Harris, whose family distributes The Liberator in northeastern Connecticut.  They own a farm in Canterbury.

· You sit in on classes after your chores are done at the school.

· You have enjoyed the fancy learning at the Prudence Crandall Academy, and brag about it to your future sister-in-law, Sarah Harris.

· You introduce Prudence to The Liberator and the radical ideas of Boston abolitionists.  

· You discuss articles from The Liberator with Miss Crandall.  You both admire William Lloyd Garrison, the editor of The Liberator and leader in the Anti-slavery Society.

· You introduce Sarah Harris to Miss Crandall, hoping that Sarah might attend the school officially.

· You were present the day that a group of mothers of white students paid a visit to the school to complain that their daughters shouldn’t have to go to school with a “nigger”. You were deeply offended and angered by their behavior. 

MARIAH DAVIS GLOSSARY

ABOLITION:

The anti-slavery movement.

AGENT:
A person employed by The Liberator newspaper to distribute the paper and  people to subscribe to the anti-slavery.

DISTRIBUTER:
A person who passes out materials such as newspapers, magazines, pamphlets.

MARIAH DAVIS AFTERWARD

After the Prudence Crandall school closed, Mariah Davis married Charles Harris and continued to live in Canterbury.

ANDREW T. JUDSON CHARACTER CARD

WHO ARE YOU?

AGE:

Middle-aged

RACE:

White

GENDER:
Male

EDUCATION:
Highly educated, attended Yale. You are a lawyer (solicitor) by trade, and currently a State Representative.

CLASS:
Well-established, upper middle class.  You own a large house on the Canterbury Green.  You are successful and on the board of trustees for the Crandall School.

OCCUPATION:
Lawyer(solicitor) and State Representative.

CHARACTER TRAITS:

You believe in a kind of paternalistic (fatherly) philanthropy, giving money to charity. You have a strong sense of civic duty, and you are a standing member of several boards including the trustees for the Crandall school, and the Colonization Society. You believe that your wealth and status makes your superior to poor whites, immigrants, and the African race.

YOUR ASPIRATIONS ARE TO…. run for governor or achieve a higher political office.

BACKGROUND THAT HAS BROUGHT YOU TO THIS MOMENT:
· You are very concerned with status, social reform and education.

· You are a prominent lawyer who lives across from the Prudence Crandall School, and your daughter attended the school from the beginning. 

· You are a prominent (leading) member of the board of Trustees for the Canterbury Female Boarding School.

· You admire Ms. Crandall as a teacher.

· You are a member of the Congregational Church, and you do not approve of Baptists, or “Boston Unitarians” who tend to stir up the status quo. 

· You do not approve of the popular Revival Camp meetings and evangelic preachers with their “Fire and Brimstone” speech.

· You believe in paternalistic (father-like) philanthropy, giving money to charity and social reform causes.

· You believe that slavery is morally wrong, but you don’t believe in immediate emancipation.

· You believe that the economy will suffer deeply when blacks are freed.  The cost of labor will ruin the textile industry, and white workers will lose their jobs to the cheaper labor of black workers.

· You don’t believe that the races should mix.  You believe it will lead to impure bloodlines for both.

· You are a member of the Colonization Society, hoping that free blacks will chose to go back to Africa, rather than stay in America.

· You despise the radical politics of William Lloyd Garrison and his ilk.

· You believe that Miss Crandall has overstepped her bounds by admitting a black girl to the academy.

· You believe that she has been manipulated by the Abolitionists to close her school to white girls and open a school exclusive to black girls.

· You believe that the school for black girls will lower your property value and ruin the affluent appearance of Canterbury Green.

· You believe that the families of the black girls attending the school will eventually move to Canterbury, leading to economic burdens.

· You agree with Senator Pearl of Hampton, that the school is an open invitation to free blacks and run-away slaves to move to Canterbury, and that this will lead to racial tensions between poor farmers, factory workers, and black laborers. 

· You believe that the presence of blacks in the community lowers the value of property and status, and increases poverty, which will tax the town poor house and the pocketbooks of wealthier citizens who own more property.

· You despise the radical politics of William Lloyd Garrison and his abolitionists.

ANDREW T. JUDSON GLOSSARY

BAPTISTS, EVANGELICS AND UNITARIANS:
Were some of the many protestant religious sects that broke away from the established puritan church of New England. They were looked down upon by the well-established Yankees as being radical, and emotional, relying upon hysteria and the use of “fire and brimstone” language from scripture to incite the fear of God. Evangelics sited Bible scripture to prove their point.

COLONIZATIONIST:


One of the first of many anti-slavery societies, the Colonization Society  believes that slavery is wrong. But due to the political and economic impact of emancipation (freeing the slaves), Colonizationists also believed in a gradual emancipation, rather than immediate..  Their solution to the release of hundreds of thousands of unskilled blacks into the labor market, was to send them back to Africa.  The society had bought land in Africa, which they called Liberia, and designated ships that would carry free blacks to that new country, to establish their own colony.  FIND LIBERIA ON THE WORLD MAP! Find out about LIBERIA today.

IMMEDIATE EMANCIPATION:


Radical Abolitionists of the 1830’s, believed in immediate emancipation, which meant that they would settle for nothing less than immediately setting all slaves free, even without a structured economic plan to provide jobs and housing.

PHILANTHROPY:


An active move to provide human welfare and goodwill toward other people less fortunate.  Wealthy philanthropists give money to support social reform, the arts, medical research, education and many other areas that would improve humanity.

PATERNALISTIC:


Fatherly (paternal) control over the conduct and behavior of others, while supplying or determining their needs.

SEGRAGATIONIST:


People like Judson, who were Colonizationists, did not believe in the mixing of races.  They believed Native peoples belonged in Indian Territories, and blacks belonged in Africa.  They believed that blacks could maintain a separate society if they were forced to live in America.

ANDREW T. JUDSON AFTERWARD

After the scandals of the Canterbury Female Boarding School were resolved by Miss Crandall moving out of town, Andrew T. Judson went on to be the presiding judge over THE AMISTAD case, where he became famous for his decision to return the “slaves” to Africa, rather than sell them as cargo/salvage, or prosecute them for murder.  In 1839, The Amistad, a Cuban slave ship, was seized by the 53 slaves that were being transported to plantations in the Caribbean and American South. They murdered the captain of the ship and imprisoned the other white sailors, and commanded the ship, hoping to return to Africa.  But they were misled by the captive sailors, and the ship finally landed on Long Island.  A Connecticut ship towed it into New Haven Harbor, where it became an issue for the State of Connecticut to solve.

 It was illegal to import African slaves in 1839, a crime that was punishable by death. But it was not illegal to sell slaves born on plantations in the Western hemisphere.  Therefore, African Slaves were taken to Havana, where they were sold as Cuban slaves and shipped for export.  District Judge, Andrew T. Judson was called in for the hearing. He determined that the slaves had been illegally captured and transported from Africa.  One big clue was that none of them spoke any Spanish. Judson decided that since the slaves were taken illegally, they had the right to fight for their freedom.  They would be returned to Africa.

Many people misinterpret Judson/s decision as a change of heart from the Prudence Crandall incident. But, in fact, Judson remained true to his Colonizationist point of view:

· He believed that slavery was morally and ethically wrong.

· He believed in gradual emancipation through legislation (laws)

· He believed that Africans were better off in Africa than America.

MOTHER OF WHITE STUDENT

WHO ARE YOU?

AGE:


40 years old

RACE:


White

GENDER:

Female

EDUCATION:
About 5-years of grammar school from the local school district, enough to read a newspaper and write a letter. Your mother, who was born in R.I., could neither read nor write.  She signed her name with an X.  You wish you had a better education, as some of the wealthier women at church.

CLASS:
Newly affluent middle class due to your husband’s business success.  But you were born to a poor family of laborers in R.I., who never owned property.

OCCUPATION:
Housewife/mother

CHARACTER TRAITS:
You are materialistic, and pretentious, and a little haughty and pushy.  Your sisters and brothers think you have a “high and mighty” attitude, and have become quite “uppity” and snobbish since your husband became successful in his printing business.  You are embarrassed by your childhood poverty, and would be mortified if your peers knew you came from a family of poor laborers who didn’t even own property.

YOUR ASPIRATIONS ARE TO…. acquire the same social status of the wealthy women at church, and to give your daughter a higher education so that she may attract a wealthy husband.

BACKGROUND EXPERIENCES THAT HAVE BROUGHT YOU TO THIS MOMENT:

· You started out fairly poor, but your husband was successful in business.

· Your father and your grandfather fought in the Battle of Lexington in the American Revolution.

· Your mother was illiterate (she could neither read nor write).

· You received 5 years of education in a district school, enough to read and write a letter to a friend.

· You believe that Miss Crandall’s school is a badge of status and station that you have earned. It sets you apart from others less “fortunate”.

· You are a bit pretentious (pretending you come from wealth), and very proud that you can send your daughter to a fancy boarding school.

· Your wealthier social status is fairly new, and you spend a lot of money keeping up appearances, with fancy hats, china, expensive dresses for you and your daughter.

· You are embarrassed by your poor upbringing, and the low-class speech patterns of your family.

· You don’t believe that “negroes” should be educated the same as whites.

· You believe that the intelligence of “negroes” is more limited than whites.

· You believe that Miss Crandall’s School ought to remain exclusive to wealthy white girls from certain families of good standing, and by introducing a “negress”, your daughter’s social status is at risk.

WHITE MOTHER GLOSSARY

PRETENTIOUS:
Someone who pretends to be someone they are not, as in a person pretending to come from a wealthy background, when they were raised in poverty.  Keeping up the appearances of the middle class.

NEGRESS:
Slang term for an African American woman, meaning “black”.

STATUS:
Your placement in a hierarchy, which is the classification of a group of people according to ability, economic, social, or professional standing, 

CLASSISM:
The institutionalizing of beliefs and stereotypes about people from different socio-economic backgrounds.  Examples: “Poor people deserve what they get because they are stupid.” “Rich people are all greedy.”

MOTHER OF WHITE STUDENT AFTERWARD


The white students of Miss Crandall’s Female Academy would have had other opportunities for an academy education by the early 1830’s. The Canterbury School was one the first of many institutions that catered to the education of young ladies. Although her curriculum was more difficult than most, girls from well-to-do families could now attend a boarding school to learn more than reading and writing.  The education of young ladies was seen to be more like a “Finishing School”, where girls learned the refinements of poetry, music, and art as well as managing a middleclass household.  This made them more marketable in the marriage circuit, potentially raising their station in life by marrying into a wealthier family.  


Later in the 19th century, young ladies were educated for the purpose of becoming teachers.  They attended academies that became known as Normal Schools, where they would be trained to teach younger children.  Normal Schools evolved into 2-year teaching colleges after high schools became available in most school districts to both girls and boys with an elementary education.  Eastern Connecticut State University started out as the Windham Normal School.

SARAH HARRIS CHARACTER CARD

WHO ARE YOU?

AGE:


20 years old

RACE:


Freed Black

GENDER:

Female

EDUCATION:
You went to a local district schoolhouse for a grammar school education, probably up to 5-years.

CLASS:

Your father is a successful farmer and blacksmith, and you are part of a rising black middleclass in New England, meaning that after a few generations of freedom, your family has managed to own property and businesses, and they are leaders in the black community.

OCCUPATION:
You assist your brother and your father in distributing The Liberator Abolitionist Newspaper.

YOUR ASPIRATIONS ARE TO….become a teacher for black children, offering them a little more “learning” than is available in the grammar schools. You have professed to live a religious life and to work for the cause to end slavery through immediate emancipation. 

CHARACTER TRAITS:
You are an intelligent young lady, well mannered, with a good reputation.  You can afford to pay Miss Crandall a tuition for attending the school. You are deeply religious, and socially conscious, interested in social reform that will benefit people of color.  You are a political activist, and committed to providing a better education and civil liberties to your race.  You do not believe in a mixing of the races as much as you believe in a separate but equal society, where blacks have the same rights and privileges as whites, but live in separate neighborhoods and keep a separate society.  You are very idealistic.

BACKGROUND EXPERIENCES THAT HAVE BROUGHT YOU TO THIS MOMENT:

· You are slightly pretentious, looking down upon poorly educated blacks of a lower economic status.

· You want a higher education so that you can “teach your own kind”

· You are active in the Abolitionist Movement

· You are from the black middleclass, meaning that your family is fairly well-off, and your father is successful.

· You are highly religious and have a strong moral and ethical sense of responsibility to help “your people”.

· You are determined and intelligent.

· You are aware that Miss Crandall’s sentiments are with the Abolitionist cause, and you know the timing is right to ask if you may attend the Canterbury Female Academy as a full student.

· You realize that your request is potentially dangerous and could come at a great cost to Prudence Crandall and her school

· You have a grammar school education, but you are very intelligent and you set an excellent example for the other girls at Miss Crandall’s school.

· Miss Crandall has used you as an example of studiousness and intelligence in class, which may have “ruffled the feathers” of some of the white girls at the school.

SARAH HARRIS AFTERWARDS


After the Canterbury incident, Sarah Harris married George Fayerweather, and lived in New London until 1855.  They continued to be active abolitionists, and were visited by Fredrick Douglas and William Lloyd Garrison. They became conductors on the Underground Railroad.  They eventually moved to Hope Valley, R.I., where Sarah did indeed become a teacher of black children.  Her descendants still live in R.I., and there is a long line of teachers in the family.

SARAH HARRIS GLOSSARY

FREE BLACK:
 In Connecticut, gradual emancipation of slaves had been in place for several generations, starting in 1784. By 1830 there were about 8,000 African Americans living in Connecticut.  Only 23 were slaves. Slavery was not completely banned by law, however, until 1848.  Freed Blacks managed to eek out a living on small farms, or by selling their labor to their white neighbors.  Those fortunate to have learned a trade or a skill could start a small business, and became successful.  But the threat of racism and prejudice grew as blacks intermixed with white society, competing for the same low-paying jobs as factory workers and farm hands. Many New Englanders were racist and looked down upon blacks as lower class.

BLACK MIDDLECLASS:
Those fortunate enough to have a steady income from a business or trade, were able to earn enough money to buy small farms. In Newport, there were fine hotels run by an African American family. They became very wealthy.  Emulating the white middleclass, many freed blacks formed societies for the abolition of slavery.  They were socially and politically active in trying to improve the conditions of all African Americans.

SEGREGATION:
The separation of people by race, class, or ethnic group by force or voluntary residence in a restricted area.

SEPARATE BUT EQUAL:

A belief and a concept that African Americans could live a separate but equal life from white society, enjoying the same privileges of public education and civil liberties, yet not intermingling socially.

FACTORY WORKER CHARACTER CARD

WHO ARE YOU?

AGE:


26 years old

RACE:


White

GENDER:

Male

EDUCATION:
About 5 or 6 years at the local district grammar school. You can barely read, write, and cipher (calculate basic math problems like adding & subtracting).  You don’t like to read much, although you will occasionally read a local newspaper.  You have no use for fancy sonnets and poetry.  

CLASS:
You are the son of a poor farmer in the lowlands of Canterbury, where the land is swampy and useless. There is not enough land to pass on to you, the second of three sons, and you have been forced to seek employment elsewhere. You are 26 years old. You would be considered a poor white from the lower working class.

OCCUPATION:
You are a laborer in one of Hezekiah Crandall’s Cotton Manufactories on the Quinebaug River.  The hours are long, and the work is hard. You have to tote heavy bales of cotton, and work around dangerous, noisy machinery in a dark and dusty room.  But it beats working for nothing on your father’s farm from dawn to dusk.

YOUR ASPIRATIONS ARE TO….. earn enough money for a down payment on your own farm.  You hope to ask a neighbor girl to marry you.

CHARACTER TRAITS:     You have become bitter and angry over the loss of wages to the Irish in some local mills, and now the threat of black people taking your job. You will refuse to work alongside a black man in the mill. You believe they are out to undercut your wages. Working in the mill under tough conditions, with rough men has hardened you. Your only recreation is to indulge in a bottle of rum or a draft at a tavern in Plainfield.

BACKGROUND EXPERIENCES THAT HAVE BROUGHT YOU TO THIS MOMENT:

· You are an unskilled laborer with little education, not trade, and few prospects for a prosperous future.  

· You have worked in the mill for 5 years, and have developed a chronic cough from the cotton dust.

· You still live at home, and most of your wages go to your parents for room and board.

· Lately, the floor boss has been threatening to replace you and the other local workers with Irish immigrants, who will work for a lower wage.

· Your hours have increased, but your pay has decreased.

· The local gossip has it that Miss Crandall is going to bring in “colored” students and their families.

· One of the old men at the general store on the green, across from the Crandall School, told your father that they were going to fire all the white workers down at the mill, and hire run-away slaves from the South.

· You and your buddies at the mill have been plotting to put a stop to Miss Crandall’s School for “Young Missus of Color”. Your plots include dumping manure in the well, and burning the place down.

· You and some other young lads tried to scare the girls and their teacher one day as they were traveling to the Packerville Church.  You surrounded the wagon at the forge in the river, jeering and making “cat calls” and threatening to tip their wagon over into the Quinebaug.  You took off when you realized your boss’s father, Mr. Pardon Crandall, was driving the wagon, and recognized you.

· You just wish the blacks and the Irish would stay away and leave well enough alone so you could get ahead a little.

FACTORY WORKER AFTERWARD

Racial tensions continued to grow between poor whites, blacks, and immigrants such as the Irish, as they scrambled to compete for limited jobs and resources. During economic depressions and recessions, blacks and immigrants were                 often scapegoated.  The 1830’s proved to be a violent decade of race riots and angry mobs that threatened to lynch abolitionists, or attack institutions that supported African Americans.  Unskilled laborers, down on their luck and out of a job, often acted out the racism and prejudice of the more privileged classes. It was a time of great social change, insecurity, and fear of the unknown.                                                 

FACTORY WORKER GLOSSARY

CAT CALLS:

Insulting remarks and animal noises directed at women.

COTTON INDUSTRY:
By the 1830’s many of the small rivers and streams in Northeast Connecticut had been dammed to support water-powered mills.  Most of the mills in the region produced cotton and wool thread.  The cotton had to be grown in the South, and processed in the north where fast-moving water and elevation could provide the power to turn heavy machinery.  After the invention of the COTTON GIN in New Haven, by Eli Whitney in 1798, it became possible to clean, card, and spin cotton under one roof.  Many New Englanders frowned upon slavery in the south, but had invested heavily in the cotton industry of the North.  Even Quakers, like Hezekiah Crandall, with long histories of anti-slavery beliefs, had become wealthy by producing inexpensive cotton thread and cloth for Americans to buy.  The availability of cheap textiles changed women’s lives forever.  Now they could buy the material to make clothing from the family, at the local store.  They didn’t have to labor over carding, spinning, or processing flax, the cheaper alternative to cotton.   

LABORER:
Unskilled workers who did a variety of tasks as farm hands and mill workers.

WAGE:
The money earned from work.

WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON CHARACTER CARD

WHO ARE YOU?


AGE:         
  

Early 30’s

RACE:



White

GENDER:


Male

EDUCATION:
Grammar school and tutored in Newburyport, Massachusetts, where you were sent to be an apprentice to a local printer.  The printer fed you, clothed you, educated you, and trained you in the art of printing and writing a newspaper.  You took over a print shop in Newburyport while still in your twenties.  When that failed, you moved to Boston, and set up The Liberator.

CLASS:
Your sea-captain father brought his young family from Maine, where you were born, to Newburyport in hopes of making it rich in the shipping industry.  But just as you arrived, an economic depression dropped the bottom out of the shipyard in Newburyport, and your father couldn’t find work.  He took to drinking what little money he had, and left the family destitute. Your mother had to take in nursing jobs, and find foster homes or apprenticeships for her two boys.  You were fortunate to land in a printing shop, whereas your brother went the way of your father, and became a drunken sailor.  

OCCUPATION:
You are the owner and editor of the world-renowned abolitionist magazine, The Liberator.  You live in Boston, the hotbed of radical abolitionists. You were trained as a printer, but your vocation is the writing of speeches, and political debate.  You have a knack for fiery language that can incite riots on either side of the issue.

YOUR ASPIRATIONS ARE TO…become a well-known leader in the abolitionist movement, even at the cost of your life.  You are not above sacrificing your life and becoming a martyr for the cause.  You wish not only to abolish slavery. You hope to argue for the Constitutional rights of African Americans.

CHARACTER TRAITS:  You are uncompromising, and perfectionistic, and a little too passionate and evangelical for many New Englanders to tolerate. You have a talent for writing and giving passionate speeches, and you frequently refer the Declaration of Independence, and the American Revolution, a subject dear to the hearts of most patriotic Americans.  You despise the drinking of liquor.

BACKGROUND EXPERIENCES THAT HAVE BROUGHT YOU TO THIS MOMENT:

· Your father’s abandonment and alcoholism left a permanent mark, leading you to the temperance movement and evangelic movement.

· You strive to prove yourself in spite of your poor upbringing.

· You earned a reputation as an expert in debate, and joined a debate league in Boston.

· You gave an Independence Day speech in a Boston debate in 1828 that shocked the town. It was the first time you had cited the American Independence and inherent rights of mankind in the anti-slavery cause.

· You gained the respect of the black abolitionists who joined forces with you.

· You became known as a radical abolitionist, meaning that you are working with the freed black community to achieve immediate emancipation.

· You can turn any situation into a public relations campaign for the antislavery cause.

· You despise the Colonizationist view of gradual emancipation.

· You have a golden tongue for eloquent speeches and an eloquent pen.

· You have earned the respect and adoration of abolitionists around the world.

· You have also earned the hatred of the more moderate anti-slavery societies, as well as Southerners who believe you are threatening their Constitutional rights.

· Your life has been threatened more than once.  You were once dragged through the streets of Baltimore with a lynching rope around your neck.

· You have only recently met Miss Crandall, when she approached you with the idea of opening a school for young ladies of color.

· You believe that Miss Crandall’s case will set an example, proving to the world, once and for all, that people of the African race deserve the same constitutional rights and freedoms as whites.

WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON AFTERWARD


During the trials of Miss Crandall, Garrison visited Brooklyn and Canterbury frequently, becoming good friends with the George Benson family, where he stayed.  Prudence often stayed at the Bensons, as well, and named their farm Friendship Valley.  Garrison married Helen Benson, and they moved to Worchester, the hotbed of Abolitionism in the 1830’s, and had several children.  He continued to edit the Liberator until after the Civil War and the emancipation of slaves, into the 1870’s.  He was a life-long friend of Prudence Crandall, and continued to work for social reform throughout his life. 

WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON GLOSSARY

BAPTISTS, EVANGELICS AND UNITARIANS:
Were some of the many protestant religious sects that broke away from the established puritan church of New England. They were looked down upon by the well-established Yankees as being radical, and emotional, relying upon hysteria and the use of “fire and brimstone” language from scripture to incite the fear of God. Evangelics sited Bible scripture to prove their point.

COLONIZATIONIST:


One of the first of many anti-slavery societies, the Colonization Society believes that slavery is wrong. But due to the political and economic impact of emancipation (freeing the slaves), Colonizationists also believed in a gradual emancipation, rather than immediate..  Their solution to the release of hundreds of thousands of unskilled blacks into the labor market, was to send them back to Africa.  The society had bought land in Africa, which they called Liberia, and designated ships that would carry free blacks to that new country, to establish their own colony.  FIND LIBERIA ON THE WORLD MAP! Find out about LIBERIA today.

ELOQUENT:

Persuasive and fluent expression.

IMMEDIATE EMANCIPATION:


Radical Abolitionists of the 1830’s, believed in immediate emancipation, which meant that they would settle for nothing less than immediately setting all slaves free, even without a structured economic plan to provide jobs and housing.

MARTYR:
A person put to death for refusing to give up on a principle or belief.
REUBEN CRANDALL CHARACTER CARD

WHO ARE YOU?

AGE:
In your late 20’s, the younger of Prudence Crandall’s two brothers.

RACE:


White

GENDER:

Male

EDUCATION:
Highly educated at the Friends Boarding School, in Providence, R.I.  You also attended Yale University and have a doctorate in the medical sciences.  

CLASS:

Upper middle-class, son of a successful Quaker farmer and businessman.

OCCUPATION:
Trained in natural philosophy (science) and medicine.

CHARACTER TRAITS:
You are very intelligent and proud of your education, being the only one to have graduated from Yale and to become a doctor. You can sometimes be condescending, especially toward women, and your sister, whom you believe has overstepped her place as a female. Although you are proud of your sister and your family, you often “admonish” Prudence for   her eccentric behavior, and you just wish she would settle down and marry. She is somewhat of an embarrassment with her unconventional ways, and you wish to impress upon the gentlemen from the status quo that you cannot control her, although you have tried.  You do, however, enjoy debating religion and political matters with your very intelligent sister.

YOUR ASPIRATIONS ARE TO…. earn the respect of some of the wealthy gentlemen you have known from Canterbury, such as Dr. Harris, and Andrew T. Judson, esq. You plan on opening a medical practice in Washington D.C.

BACKGROUND EXPERIENCES THAT HAVE BROUGHT YOU TO THIS MOMENT:

· Both you and Prudence received a Quaker education at The Friends Boarding School in Providence.

· You have studied with Dr. Harris, of Canterbury, who is on the Board of Trustees of your sister’s school.

· You, believe in the gradual abolition of slavery. However, you are not one of those Boston radicals who insist upon immediate emancipation.

· You have had several arguments with your sister, Prudence, regarding her personal demeanor and behavior.

· You are appalled that she has joined the ranks of the revival camps and converted to the Baptist faith.

· You are embarrassed by the fact that she has cut her hair, and appears rather mannish.

· You do not support her radical ideas of education for colored girls.

REUBEN CRANDALL AFTERWARD

Sometime during and after the arrest and trial of Prudence Crandall, Reuben decided to move to Washington D.C., bringing his botanical samples with him. He also brought some of Prudence’s Liberator newspapers to wrap his books and other valuables to be shipped to Washington. Unfortunately, there newspapers got into the wrong hands. A young visitor asked to borrow them. Shortly after, Reuben was arrested and jailed for possessing and distributing abolitionist literature, which was considered treason by many Southerners. The political climate against abolitionists was very high.  Southerners viewed them as being responsible for inciting slave rebellions, and there was a growing fear of violent slave insurrections among plantation owners.  District attorney, Francis Scott Key, (composer of the Star Spangled Banner), had Reuben charged with Seditious libel, which was considered treason and punishable by death.  Hatred for northern abolitionists was so high, the bail was set at $5,000, an outrageously steep price which could not be raised by friends and family.  

Reuben was finally found not guilty, but after spending 9 months in the Washington jail, his health had deteriorated and he had contracted Tuberculosis.

Reuben sailed to Jamaica to improve his health, but died there in 1838.  Prudence spent many years feeling guilty that her newspapers had caused him so much trouble.  When she became a spiritualist in later life, she tried to contact her brother in a séance.

REUBEN CRANDALL GLOSSARY

ADMONISH:
Friendly and earnest advice or expression of disapproval.

BAPTISTS, EVANGELICS AND UNITARIANS:
Were some of the many protestant religious sects that broke away from the established puritan church of New England. They were looked down upon by the well-established Yankees as being radical, and emotional, relying upon hysteria and the use of “fire and brimstone” language from scripture to incite the fear of God. Evangelics sited Bible scripture to prove their point.

BOTANICAL SAMPLES:
At this time, medicines were made from plants, and physicians were also pharmacists who made their own concoctions out of plants and minerals.  Botanical is another word for plants.

CONVERTED:
To officially change religions.

DEMEANOR:
How one behaves in public.

ECCENTRIC:
A term referring to insanity or unconventionality.

IMMEDIATE EMANCIPATION:


Radical Abolitionists of the 1830’s, believed in immediate emancipation, which meant that they would settle for nothing less than immediately setting all slaves free, even without a structured economic plan to provide jobs and housing.

SEDITIOUS LIBEL:
Causing rebellion, revolution, treason, or insurrections against a lawful authority.

SENATOR PHILLIP PEARL CHARACTER CARD

WHO ARE YOU?

AGE:


Middle-aged

RACE:


White

GENDER:

Male

EDUCATION:
Highly educated, probably attended private preparatory school, tutoring, and Yale or Harvard University.

CLASS:

Upper middle class, successful. You live in Hampton, CT.

OCCUPATION:
lawyer (solicitor) and Senator.

CHARACTER TRAITS:
You are the father of one of Prudence Crandall’s former students, and you are angered by her insolence in closing the academy and inviting black girls to the state. You lobbied for the passing of the BLACK LAW.

YOUR ASPIRATIONS ARE TO… continue the comfortable status of your family, and educate your daughter at an upstanding academy without racial tension. You believe that slavery is immoral and wrong, but you are also an avid segregationist, believing that people of color will only burden the state with social problems. You prefer a gradual emancipation and re-colonization in Africa as the perfect solution to slaver. 

BACKGROUND EXPERIENCES THAT HAVE BROUGHT YOU TO THIS MOMENT:

· You and Andrew T. Judson both have supported Miss Crandall in the past.

· You admired her as a teacher of young ladies.

· You sent your own daughter to her school, and you were quite pleased with the education she received.

· You are appalled by Miss Crandall’s insolence in over-stepping her bounds, and making decisions that you find incredibly selfish and self-serving.

· You believe that it is wrong to educate colored people, setting their hopes higher than they could possibly achieve in society.

· You believe in a segregated society, and that the Colonization Society is a solution to the embarrassing and peculiar problem of slavery.

· You believe that colored people are transient and unsettled, and that they would begin to flock from other states and countries to Connecticut once it were known that there was a good education made available.

· You don’t believe that local communities, or the state can handle the burden of “a mass of colored population” and migration from the South.

· You believe that most blacks are lazy and indolent, and they would burden the economy of the communities they would live in.

· You have lobbied to pass the BLACK LAW to make it illegal to educate blacks from out of district, in an effort to close Miss Crandall’s School for “Young Missus of Color”.


SENATOR PHILLIP PEARL AFTERWARD


By the late 1830’s, Senator Pearl had a change of heart regarding the solutions to slavery.  He became the Vice President of the Connecticut Anti Slavery Society in 1838, and helped fugitive slaves on the Underground Railroad.


SENATOR PHILLIP PEARL GLOSSARY

COLONIZATIONIST:


One of the first of many anti-slavery societies, the Colonization Society  believes that slavery is wrong. But due to the political and economic impact of emancipation (freeing the slaves), Colonizationists also believed in a gradual emancipation, rather than immediate..  Their solution to the release of hundreds of thousands of unskilled blacks into the labor market, was to send them back to Africa.  The society had bought land in Africa, which they called Liberia, and designated ships that would carry free blacks to that new country, to establish their own colony.  FIND LIBERIA ON THE WORLD MAP! Find out about LIBERIA today.

IMMEDIATE EMANCIPATION:


Radical Abolitionists of the 1830’s, believed in immediate emancipation, which meant that they would settle for nothing less than immediately setting all slaves free, even without a structured economic plan to provide jobs and housing.

INDOLENT:

Habitually lazy, and unwilling to work

SEGRAGATIONIST:


People like Judson, who were Colonizationists, did not believe in the mixing of races.  They believed Native peoples belonged in Indian Territories, and blacks belonged in Africa.  They believed that blacks could maintain a separate society if they were forced to live in America.

ISAAC GLASKO CHARACTER CARD

WHO ARE YOU?

AGE:

Middle aged

RACE:

Freed Black

GENDER:
Male

EDUCATION:
Unknown, but probably minimal schooling at the local district schoolhouse, and an apprentiship with a blacksmith.

CLASS:
Wealthy owner of two forges, employing 10 men. Successful businessman.  Black Middleclass.

CHARACTER TRAITS:
You are a successful, free black from Griswold, CT., with a daughter who would like to attend Miss Crandall’s School for “Young Missus of Color”. Your skin is so light, due to your mixed African, Native American, and white heritage, you can nearly pass for white. You have worked hard, starting as a blacksmith with the skill to make specialized tools. 

YOUR ASPIRATIONS ARE TO…. achieve financial success and higher social status, and to educate your daughter, giving her better opportunity than you have had. You wish you could overcome the pain that prejudice and racism have caused you and your family.

BACKGROUND EXPERIENCES THAT HAVE BROUGHT YOU TO THIS MOMENT:

· As a free black, you learned blacksmithing and eventually started your own shop.

· You became quite successful at making tools, and eventually expanded the blacksmith shop into a forge.

· You employ 10 men, some of them white, and your tools become well-known in the whaling towns such as Mystic Seaport and other whaling towns

· Your harpoons are your specialty, and known all over the world.

· You make enough money to send your daughter to a fancy boarding school, but there are none available because of your colored blood.

· Finally, you learn about Miss Crandall’s school, in Canterbury.

· You send your daughter, Eliza, to the Canterbury school, even though it is controversial.

ISAAC GLASKO AFTERWARD

Unfortunately, prejudice and racism in New England progressed as economic

recessions and depressions ruined businesses and whole industries.  As poor whites and even middleclass men lost their jobs and their livelihoods, successful freed blacks became scapegoats.

Isaac Glasko had enjoyed incredible success.  His tools were sought after by whaling ships. But as the whaling industry died out, his business began to fail. Long after the Prudence Crandall School closed down, race riots increased as abolitionists became more successful, and it became clear that slavery would be abolished.  New England workers feared for their jobs when a mass of freed blacks would be released from the South.  When times were tough, freed blacks were scapegoated, and Glasko lost his business to boycotts and the failing whaling industry.

Glasko could have passed for white but he lost everything he owned because of his African heritage.  He committed suicide by hanging himself in his house.

ISAAC GLASKO GLOSSARY

BOYCOTT:
When a group of people express disapproval by refusing to have dealings with a group, store, or person in business.

ECONOMIC DEPRESSION:
A period of low economic activity marked by massive loss of jobs and failed business, or stock market crash.

ECONOMIC RECESSION:
A period of reduced economic activity, often marked by inflation and the loss of jobs.

FORGE:
A shop with a furnace where metal can be formed into tools.

HARPOON:
A barbed spear, attached to a rope, used for shooting whales.

