Considering Multiple Viewpoints: 
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A Collection of quotes and public comments regarding Prudence Crandall and her boarding school for African-American female students:
Directions: Read through the samples of quotes two times.  Highlight and look up unfamiliar words so that you can understand the opinions being put forth.  Please answer or discuss the questions that follow.  

Background: In 1831, Prudence Crandall first opened a private school for girls in Canterbury, Connecticut at the request of parents and townspeople.  Not a year later, she admitted her first student of African-American heritage to her prestigious school.  She went on to admit only black female students, many coming from far away to attend this school.  The townspeople were outraged and the state of Connecticut created the Black Law in response to Prudence’s school.  She was jailed, her students threatened, the school forced to close after mobs attacked.  This was a case that focused upon equal rights for free people and the story of Prudence Crandall was followed throughout the United States and even in Great Britain.  
The following statements are opinions and perspectives of Prudence Crandall and her boarding school for African-American girls.  Reaction to Prudence Crandall’s school was not confined to rural Connecticut.  Public reaction and commentary came from throughout the United States and some support even came from a group in Great Britain.  These quotes reflect a time period with public sentiment very different than the present.     

Setting the Scene

“Miss Crandall, I want to get a little more learning, if possible, enough to teach colored children, and if you will admit me to you school I shall forever be under the greatest obligation to you…If you think it will be the means of injuring you, I will not insist on the favor.”

· Sarah Harris (first admitted African-American student) to Prudence 

Crandall, September 1832

Statements made before the Connecticut General Assembly concerning Prudence Crandall’s school:
“The establishment or rendezvous falsely dominated a school was designed by its projectors as the theatre, as the place to promulgate their disgusting doctrines of amalgamation and their pernicious sentiments of subverting the union.  These pupils are to be congregated here from all quarters under the pretense of educating them but really to scatter fire brands, arrows and deaths among brethren of our own blood.”

· Andrew Judson to Connecticut General Assembly, April, 1833

“I entreat members of the Assembly when acting on this petition to remember those self evident truths that all mankind are created free and equal, that they are endowed with inalienable rights of which no man nor any set of men have any right to deprive them.  And my request is that you will not…pass any act which will curtail or destroy any of the rights of free people of this state or other states whether they are white or black.”

· Prudence Crandall to the Connecticut General Assembly, May 1, 1833

“Although the introduction of colored persons for the purpose of education merely would seem to contemplate but a temporary residence, yet that class of people have seldom any settled establishment in their own state or inducements to return after the term of instruction has expired; and as their last association and attachments would be here; - a great portion of the whole number would make this state their permanent residence.  The immense evils which such a mass of colored population would gather within this state when it has become their place of resort from other states and countries, would impose on our people burdens…”

· Report of Committee Chairman Philip Pearl, Jr., to the May 1833 session of the Connecticut General Assembly

Statements concerning the court case and its aftermath:
“Miss Crandall immured in [sic] a murderer’s cell for the crime of teaching colored girls made a most vivid and startling impression upon the popular mind.   Many who had before blamed her for disturbing the peace of Canterbury, were shocked at this alleged outrage…The story of her unjust imprisonment was noised in every direction, and unquestionably had great influence in awakening sympathy in her behalf and strengthening anti-slavery sentiment.”

· Ellen Larned, History of Windham County, Volume II, 1880

“The words [telling the black students that the Canterbury school would close] almost blistered my lips.  My heart glowed with indignation.  I felt ashamed of Canterbury, ashamed of Connecticut, ashamed of my country.”

· Rev. Samuel May, The Liberator, Sept. 20, 1834

“I have swapped away my farm in Canterbury for six hundred acres of land in the state of Illinois.  I shall settle my affairs as soon as I can and go into the wilderness to seek any assylom [sic] or hiding place from the turmoils and contentions of this world and find a place to lay my weary and decrepit bones.”

· Pardon Crandall (father) to Prudence Crandall, 1837.  He died in 1838.  

“I could weep tears of blood for the part I took in this matter.  I now regard it as utterly abominable.” 

· Philip Pearl, Jr., 1838, writer of the Black Law, became president of the Connecticut Anti-Slavery Society, and helped fugitive slaves to freedom via the Underground Railroad.  

All quotes and more have been compiled in: McCain, D.R. (2004) To all on equal terms: The life and legacy of Prudence Crandall.   

Questions to Consider:

1) Prudence Crandall’s Boarding School for African-American girls was established in a Connecticut rural town in the 1830’s.  What were the situations like for African American families in Northeastern cities such as Boston, New York, and Philadelphia during the same time period?  Please site specific accounts and examples.  

Follow up for discussion: What national attitudes shaped the mindsets of people from Canterbury, Connecticut to shut down Prudence Crandall’s boarding school for girls of African-American heritage?  Make a timeline showing important events and dates that relate to racial discrimination and prejudice in America during the 1700’s-?

2) What arguments did Andrew Judson and Philip Pearl Jr. make about allowing African-American female students to be educated by Prudence Crandall?  What are your reactions/thoughts on these arguments?  You may need to look up some vocabulary to understand their positions.  

3) Choose a current issue that you have developed an opinion upon.  Imagine that you have to present to an assembly or board that is going to decide upon this chosen matter.  Develop a statement containing your personal opinion and perspective that you would deliver to a deciding board.

4) Opinions and perspectives can often change as noted by the words of Philip Pear Jr.  Research and examine how Andrew Judson may have changed his viewpoints when presiding over the case of Amistad, a slave ship that was overtaken by its captives.  Have you ever changed a strong viewpoint that you held upon a particular issue?  What was it and why did you change?  

Resource: http://amistad.mysticseaport.org/timeline/courttimeline.html
Understanding a Movement

     1)
Prudence Crandall’s Boarding School was opened in the 1830’s.  The Civil Rights Movement did not gain enough momentum until the 1960’s.  Make a timeline of successes, accomplishments, setbacks, and struggles of minorities during this time period.  Identify at least fifteen different events, cases, rulings, or occurrences.   
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